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i ' COUNSE�:" Ner.1bers o:f);p.e �-9:�-�ir9.f;>nil
• I • • .., . , : • (. � t :�. �.. ,. �' 

� "Offic�r 0:(, the Deq�J'a.f'a Bauxite Co.

18.11�64 

.._ ,t l't�-� 4, 

-oropo,s,e calli;:.,_;� Mr. Rosane,· Persori..r1c-�. 
- .., ''' ·1 

"r ,. ,>': .� .... 

,. •�•-••�•:�.- ;� 
,1:. :! .... •• 

I • �• ?�
,
•
\;2,;,J

•
•�·

• �' .... � 
:.;; ' MR. CARTER: Before Mr. Rcfsane· ·is called let r•e n?..ke two po�ts. The first 

" 

• .: "!'-.. ·� 

point is that I hope ·by now you could hfv� �ot
_ 

so··,e of the transcript_s for 
,· ' 

: . • • ,M9nday, but I under
.�

�{llld' it •·is•,n�\-l�1tl'i:conii:15:
I think it is i-!portnnt

... :� ... • 1 ��
,;j

, �r-;t ... ��- ..... ,�. /i �• 
�ha�_so:·1etir.1e we set· tl'j.e' .-ft�:31\�'-/f.-;;E>';� so thP.t we croi correct thei:1., and I hope

1 }Y .th}
� w�e·k_ en.d w� .. co�1a'3et ,p,r.Xl.��e; of those trl".nscripts and oye_r the week

t • ��·

.. end ,-,e c . .'.ln c·orrect •thJo·. a.iid1:�y '
a:

:i_e�d'1ents Cl'UL':p,�
1

'.f.'qised on Monday f.l,'lorni.1-x3'0 
,· '\ .

is. I_ understand 

They are not up-to-datco 

Ev,en F we can't ._:;et, up-ta:-q.ate·at''ieast possibiby for the f�rst few d-'1YS, but 
,t� 

lr. it. runs on too 1'o�'.-, the �vidence would not be f::resh in our ;�inds and we

,-_ ourselves i;:iay not rer-.cnber,. 
' l , � . --1 
The second point is this. 

' . � 
Mr. Rosane has �ry 

ltindly prepar� so::i.e 'figures ior us and I should --•ive the Cornissioners two 

.copies�so that you._ ::iay be able to follow th92 the b�idence which is bcin:j
.. 

led by ¥v. :Rosane� Th�se·r.�y'be re�i.ned in your possessio� Sir, for further 

conside;ation:· • 'Also ny lei;i.rnGd.' friend has a copy, uy learned friend on 

knowled�e rou•-;hly tel+ F\i� Coru.1ission thP.t around the relevant date 25t'l
.. -· . ' \ 

May, 'this year. the local. P�-:r.sonne;i.r eopl�yed .. at De:-1ba was about how r.a.11y 

persons? 
• 'I

•• :t ,( .. � ,f\, • ' Pers'onnel aecordinr,, to ·ethnic nri:."in. 
• • • � I ., 

. WITNESS: • We do �ot. k�ep tha·; \llid of record . 
� I� •, 

\ • 
•, 

• I 

COUNSEL: . .I�ut t &, 1.·10nder;111$ i_;f, fro;;.:. ·your 0:xyerfonce ctnd ..-r'nueJ· 0bserva tion

of the plant an� perso?Jlel:�one�ally,, if_Y OU could give this Co·:-ission t�c·i:) 

idea - rou--hly not accurately·- of about whe.t fraction of this total local 

/Persoimel •...... 
--•-------••y'":'"r•"'"-' v,-. • .,,,,.,.,...":-:., ----·-•--

-;�···-='=•+ 
;;f 

./
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18.11.(v'. 

.Pe.rsanru:.1 one qw.rter, Ct\'-' fifth, one 

sixtb
1

.or 

WI'llNESS i I would s,FI.Y 8 per cent. 

COUJIIS-tL; Now •. so:·1e of these live on the Mackenzie side of the river. But 

th_e �rea ter part of these eil'ht per cent, or r:.atter of fr,ct your· onti.ro � 

personnel, (�.:.1e l.i:'IJe .on the Mackenzie eide of the river HL Lhe co�t!_7�±.J 

the creator part lives on the Wis· :ar side 2 -tho • r'1c:..ter pi:irt ct: the lo� 

personnel s;i,ployed1 Fron yBUP ohoorvati-Ga-. 

I would say between onethird and one half of our er·,ployoos a:.?Uf.--

live on the Mackenzie side of the river, and the rest of the:-• live R.t 1 :::.2. •.0.r Pnd 

Christianburg, 

COUNSEL: Much obli --ed Mr. Rosane. Anc. of course therr is an eff"..c- • .. mt for:.,y 

service to and fro fro:-. Wis:·ar to Mackenzie? There is a launch service t:,1,:inj 

er..ployees across the:-·river? 

WITNESS: A nu'7ber of sGall .or:u;..s..bor:,..,C;, 

COUNSEL: Now before we oot dotm to your records, 
tr:. 

--.I 

yott wer,;; Personnel roa.nae;er �o:F ro,, ·l:il-;Y---a-bou:t-hew-l�efore 

WITNESS: About 2½ yea.'l'.'s., 

COUNSEL: Now during th.at period do :vou rec".11 any occasion \·Thero there were 

either racial clashes or inc id en ts of a r:-,cial back- -round a:'On .. the Personnel 

enployed by De�ba? 

WI'i'NESS: Not tb the best of ny recollection. 

COUNSEL; Now apart fron si ttin.J at your des/('..:i.s Personnol Man·"jm', I t,hink 

that you do visit and .. � around the Coi:..pan:,- 1
--i plP..nt in their v,-.rious dep'1T '.:­

nents ha�iJ.le a look, or for so::e reason exe.:·!inin., the Personi1cl. In • -0 Jd.n 
- -·- ....... 

those rounds Mr. Rosane, have you ever co�,e across any quarrel or racinl 

incident of any nar,nitude between ;r a:-.1on-� the Personnd cr:plc-yed ii1 t�BS(' 

departnents? 

'1fITWESS: I have nade no such clirec t observ:1 tion. 

COUNSEL: And I take it as bein� unquestionahlo thRt in tho recruit•ent of 

Personnel at Denba there j_s no such thj_n� 2s any racinl corrnider·,,ticrt, or 

racial favours, or any th� of that sort. A r-:ai1 woul:'l be rocrui ted ri.ccorciin� 

to ''his ahility, isn't that so? 

WITNESS: Yes Sir, That is so. 

COUNSEL; Anon,--: your Parsorrnel at Denba, perhaps you :.:.i --ht be in a posi tio::i 

to help this Co,.riission. Docs De�.1bn have its own Police force, p::iic. or on 

/the payrol� ..... 
- ---.-- ............... -... .. .. ,v 
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the payroll of De:ibe? 

.,� 
WITNESS·: � are l���nj a�"-�,.:/r:ont.

COUNSEL: And ths.t, is 
A

on your p,f-011, -�ay?:

WITNESS: We pay the bills. They are supernunerary consbi.blos 1'!!10 1irEJ subj,�c'; 

to the jurisdiction cf the Cor, issioner of Police. 

COUNSEL: And of course the? wear pqlicc uniforr:, don't they? 

WITNESS: That's ri·;ht, with a special De:.:be. Ins�ni,",, and as fp_r 01s we 

lmow they are subject to enjoy all the powers of a Police:.an. 

COUNSE,'L: And they arc subject to discipline nnd control �,s MY other Poli.C-··· 

::1._i:m under the Co:-:-:':issioner of Police in the Police depRrt :ont? 

WITNESS: As I said I an not fes1iliar with the details and procedures. 

COIBfSEL: I accept your answer. I do not want you to ventur0 an opinion j-

a natter in which you have no specialised knowled.·e, Now you ss.y that the 

force has about 104? 

WITNESS: Yes, at that nor.ent. 

COUNSEL: I ar: -wonderinr; Mr. Rosane if fror:; your recotds you could ·i ve UH 

so:1e idea of what was the strenr:th of your force Rround the 25th of Nay th�.s 

yef'._r? 

WITNESS: I have no certain Tecords here. 

COIDlSI<:L: :But I will accept your opinion r01�·hly that there :-.i ··ht be n sli.5l:t; 

increase or there ;:�i(·ht be a sli::ht decr0aae,. \fua"t w1lliyour �1{�t.t;,:1r;;� _ 

WITNESS: Approxinc'"l. toly 94. 

COUNSE.'L: ·-Are you .in a position to tell us whether these 94 Supernur:ernry 

,Constables were under the supervision and control of tho Superintendent of 

Police in that district, Mr. Hobbs? 

WITNESS: When? 

commEL: On the 25th May, to the best of you- !rnowled�e. 

WI'TITESS: I canH be certain. 

COUNSEL: And of ·course you have Major Lan- ha:., actually on tho pre .:.ses of 

De�:ba. What is his position? 

WI!ilNES0: He is thr:: De::iba Security Officer when he is Mister Lr-m ·h!,- . 

com;sEL: I see, but ,vhen he is Major LP.n:·ha:::, wh:;,t is he? 

WI1'NES3: When he is Major Lan.-·ho:1 he is the officer who Co·· �nds the B.G. 

Volunteer fr:rce at Mackenzie. 
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Ou"SET • I · t t' J f • l • a t1.· noti· � Ari<! !Ul.J,. llo�1-•n" J ·, ·,1( ,rl'l • ,··i nCJJ 
C., 1, •,.y; · �Ol.ft o ,tn c inv- < l.-., , v" • r• J 

if you are in a position to . i.vc any infor· ,p,_'·ionf You ··'.ny qun.lify it, ns fnr

as you know, beca_uso we expect to ,·ot tho pro1,or off'.icor· in (\UD courco. /\.re

the services of these Supernur.,er?.ry Constables, around 94 in nu:,ber, av,,il" 1)lc

only for Der-.ha or could they be used otherwise? 

MR,CAi.1tTER: Sir, I do not want to interrupt ny friend, but he nnd I k.nmr that 

Mr. Lanr--han is qoi�· to bo he:re on Monday. 

by the witness is not entirely accurate. 

I think one of these; ans· :ei·s �;p rlr! 

I on sure Unt when l"lajcr Lan. -h,q:·, 

co:Jes we cD.n have a full opportunity of knowin.� just wlw.t the functions of

□en 9.re, We· would lmow under whc,t jurisdiction they cw.e, tib what extent hi: :is

responsible for the□ or to what extent Mr. Hobbs is responsible fer the·'., I 

don't think it is fair to this witness to ask hi•; questions of this type o ,,_ 

After all this witness is concerned ···enerally with personnel and local �-� ,, 

Now it would be better for us to '!,t the best evidence9 � � qa..r1 1 t ,·et tl-v.,

best evidence· of the Security Gl!,ards fron this witness. He is Hillin .. to 
. ... ,, .. ), ,, .. : > , ,. • • 

C?-operate and assist us, the witness is abviously tryin9 to assist
.., 

so sm'd.y 

we can reserve these questions for Major Lan:·ha:·: who will be here on Monday., 

COUNSEL: Menbers of the Co�·c::ission I a :roe entirely with :w friend !,1nd I th:i.nk 

that it cane f_r<?n ny lips that the proper officer will in due course 0iv0

evidence,. and I also put it to the witness as far as he knows. But I do:i.'t 

wish to proceed with this line of ..m:-�exs!1ina tion, because I a�-rec en tire:.y

1d th ::1y friend that we 0nust. get . th.r:snr:h _ Hith the best evidence. I appolo ·i�: j 

=- tg_x9u ]1r..,.�Rosane for c2.rryinr: you into fields outside of your jurisdict:io:J 

Now fro,1 yqur records can you tell us ar�und CJ..Y'�n May 25th and 

days afterw2.rds how nany refur-:ees c.:a.ue over to Da:ba fro:: 1 l'lis:-.:ar? 

WITNESS1 I have no record. 

£9Qfil{81� Now, do you have rmy records of refu ·ees �fly-f-or:-·. or eve.cuees? �,,...__ �
60-V- v--.._ • WITNESS, Yoh have been presented with a list. 

COUNSEL: Now you have th:iis nunber of 365 • 1 • • d l :we i vi ua s 9 you describe thcr'. 'lS whr-t t? 

WITNE.S3: Enployees. The 1 D J.-rc-. Y are enp oyees of e: !ba who :i,oft their wc::.-,lr �- tho

period�f
; 

the 25th Ma�,_;people who �e:1.ployed with us tenporar:i.ly or

pemancntly., as W'ur�eGs or evacuer:,s •

.Q.QQfillEL: So this firyre 365 represents e�'.pl0yees who have left the e:1ploy :or1i; 

/ of De: ha ..... . 
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- 5 - W.ll,G-1,

of D:.mbu. Would vou explnin thil'1? 

Wrf.'NFSS: Between 2�-th and 25th of M2cy .<:mcl tho 8th of July wo h·�.d n. so,·im,b\i; 

disturbed e,.ploy:-:ent si tuA.tion at Der:h:'\' s ope1·ntion :tt Mnckcnzi:'· 

;;.itlny employees and people that 1-:orked. clurin� ':hat ·)eriod, A nu•-,ber of 

er.ployees left their jol,s either teripornrily ·or pec1:ru1untly for ru·1 sons kllmm 

to us,; or)....� wo
�

vacu
g���� 

ro
�
ult of the cUstur'.nnccs, 

was a•,rare there r� � J.nar.•1·� nur-:ber of e:iployees who 

In sc f2r e.S l

loft their jobs 

.:,f .,; 
tecporarily or perr_anently for reasons not known, ;;;id assi.1. �ed by us bccnusc of 

social circunstances in the co,:..:.uni ty. Fror; r.iy point of view as an er;ployer 

that was all vr-e could know. We hA.d no systcn of interro :ation of absent01:s. 

In so far as we have been able to interpret out e.bsentees, we bulicve th;.it thL 

total of 365 represent the nurfrier of 01:ployoos affecto:i. 

COUNSEL! Just let :1e r et this clear, you arc sayin that thfs-t365 persons 

absented the□selves fro:,;i - in other words the disturbances at the tie was the 

C,'J.USe of this. Does this nunber include also tho l-liw1;-,_r side? 

WITNESS: As fr.on the E--1ployer' s point of view I do not hRve any rcc.ords 

show;in� _ those fro�. Wisr.:ar or Mackenzie. 

COUNSEL: I see, this nunber represon� the total. Well tho docu:·:ent spe-"'.kS f�)I' 

itself and r::ie�1bers of the Co:·;,.--:ission I wish for:-:.'l.lly to tender tP-c su;-: qry 

_j)c,e, h -_. j, 
prepared 1?.nd sub:;ittod by Mr. Rosane on behEtlf of the De;; ,rr->.r.,, Bf',wj_ tc Co ,-#--.t,...,

-c 
..{-'½-. 

i:tlt ...... �J l- �...rkc...A . y 

Now Mr. Ros.:l.Ile you are awnre that these evacuees rou'3h t shcl ter oh the De· 1ba -4 C

Cm:;pound, 
1 
p.rticularly th.,e Trade School ;md the Sports Club before they eJ •-

barked for _5l?_lbrgetown?
- -

WITNESS: Yes Sir. 

COUNSEL, Now as Personnel Mruia,-er Nr. Rosnne, 1muld you cP.rc to 11ake a co;r·cnt 

()..::, 

or obseit'Vation. or state· .cntf re�ards the efficioncy of the East lndiPn 

e::iployoes on the Ple.nt? What I ai-:-: sayin-- if you see :-iy point 9 f:ro;··, your point 

of view as enployer of De�ba. Did you find the Indifl!ls as efficient in thGir 

respectiYe Depart:ents. 

WITNESS.e Yes. 

COUNSEL: Would I bo correct to say Mr. Rosnne that at the :o•·.ont there in not 

a sin:le person of Ee.st IndiRn descent apart f:ro:1 Supernu r:erary Constables 

on your Pay Roll at Derc.ba? 

/Witrws::;�, '" 
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WITNESS:_ That '1-7ouldn 1 t be correct. 

COUNSEL: Well can you help this co:i ission, tell u3 how -,,.my Conste.hlos, 

eoployees, how oany of thcr:? 

WITNESS, I can tell you we have 86 forncr evr.i.cuocs workin'\ •.

COUNSELt 86 refu:;;ees of Indian descGnt? 

WITNESS: No, 86 refur:ees. 

COUNSEL: No. You told r.1e eRrlier that you hadn't any bre.<>.kdown on the 

question of race·, but you're not in e. :position to s;::,_y of this 86 how :10.ny 

are Indians? 

WITNESS: I d:on' t know sir. 

COUNSEL: Before I leave this point, fro:·:. your own observation of thcsG re•-· 

fut�ees who :have cone back as personnel on tho plr..nt, can you fron yom' own 

observation as recent as yesterday or day before, ':Jive us so··c ido,"\ whether

you have seen any East Indian enploycos in the PlnntY 

WITNESS: I think perhaps there are n.9.: .es 011 the list I he.ve • i,rcn you, ·,;hich 

will i;:-ive so::e indication if 

Jl,,·J. � 
COUNSEL: Y'is, those :returnc�d 

it is i!lporb.nt to you, Mr. Sin h. 

�1·
to work striks you as Indian :i2=:. o:::i ·i\kh. 

WITNESS: I know one refu --oe known as Baichulall - I .<:c� ce.rt'1in he is wo:::kin:• 

at the no,:1en t, 

_i.�:mrsEL, Did you eve'y� ·over to Wis:-.:a.r to look around?

WITNESS: I::went only once. 

COIDJSEJ:,t- Now let us r-ove to an i,:,_porta..nt point. Are you in a posjt;1·on Nr. 

Ros2ne to tell this Co,r,ission of any plrms by your Co, :p->.ny to ro-c: 1ploy 

Indians who hav�e�r enploynent? 

MR, CARTER: I see oy friend is beinj• carried away a bit now.

COUNSEL: Me!:lbers of the Co:.:r,is;3ion, the basis of :.y quc3tion is to fi.n11 out
fro□ Mr. Rosane if his conpany has l'l.ny [;:.rran,.-;;e�:onts to sort of re8orve tho

places occupied by East Indians with a view to their ro-e,1ploy· ent in th0
future ♦ 

MR. CARTER: I ask the Co,.;iission to=,,'"' on t1·_1-_;s questi·on. M ... cu.� L 1�1 ·,P.in ohJcction 
t6 this qu�s tion is that .it cloesn ,..t fall within the ter::s of rofe1·ence, if I

nay borrow a ten� of refe:'.'ence fro0
• ;1y le rnod friend Mr. Shepherd. Tho

·i
ter-.:::1 of reference ere Vf;'t!y li:l:l,.tod. I don't think within the .�ost liberal
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interpretntion of thos0 t.:n,·•s of 1:ofel'unc.;u ju tl1i:1 qu,.mti.011 t,o h. c:011::.L.1,,1·,.;•1 
,. 

relevant. To inquire ihto t::1e recent disturb--:inctrn wh�.ch took pl·1ee .'.lt Wis ·.".r 

Christianbur-:/Mackenzie up tho Do: ,ornr.-. riv0r, to invcs ti ai:c, thv ccnduc t oJ' 

the Security Forces durinr; t}rn said disturbe.nces and to deter,.:ine the nu hc1:· 

of deaths etc, and to report thereon.; So far as thn word loss is concorne:d 

Sj.r, certainly this □cans physical/capital loss nothinr; else. It . :eFtns it 
·t-_, 

nust be read in conjunction with the words, surroundinc injuries, loss and 

da::-a,:-e suffered 
1
in the said disturbances. H :··:ust refer

1
I suh:~i t

1 
to injuries 

suffered, the loss of hoc1es and da1:!a ··e. 

COUNSEL: Menbers of the Co:.::!:).ission I au basin:;- these questions on the question 

of loss which for,1s an essential tern of reference. If these people c1.mnot 
� � w.,.._{__,

Go back it is a loss. 

CHAI.?11M!: We have before us evidence as to the e.ct�'11 loss to those concerned . 

The other natter would be out of our terns of reference. 

COUNSEL: Much obli·;ed. Mr. Rosane :w last question. Aro you nw1,re of ruiy 

help i.-ri. any forn r:iven by Denba to al!l'Sist in the quellin- r ·· of the dis-wr1Jances 

or rescuin� evacuees, what I want to sai,? ..... 

WITNESS: • You_ nean fro□ ny personal observation . 
• -/<.. 

COUNSEL: What do you know, if you don't know please don't answer. When I Llt:.y

Denba I e�, speakin::- about takinc the:" to tho trade school, ,--ivirr.,-: thor.

rofreshmmts and so on.

WITNESS, They had the h'elp of a m.c1b8r of o:·:ployees who were e:·,bodiod in tho

Volunteer"Force. We tried prinarily to keep our operations ,·oin As you

know at the Plant the operation is continous. It was a struj1:).e for

oanagenent and ,rnrkers to keep thinr:;s froc stoppin�-�

COUNSEL: I appreciate that Mr. Ros:me.

WITNESS: We did ou-Y-utr:ost to co:,ply with :-,.11 tho requests and requisitions 

of tho Security Forces. 

COUNSEL �-Thank you Mr. Ros2.no, that all froc Mr. Rosqne.

MR, CARTER: In addition to thi,3 I understand th<i. t you provided refresh ,r,n ts 

for the evacuees at the Trade School and the Sports Club? 

�ESS: To the best of ':W knowled;-e Mr. CartE:r, these services were provided 

by v���o�tps within tho co:-v:unity. Frc-: .:y personal observation. 

/" t the til::e 
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mo forth, but tliis wns not C)M, Official De1:.ba oper::,tionl 

CARTl5R: I 

WITNESS: 

see. This was not ;m official De.::b:=i 0:9,cra tion. 
+ o-< '-t ' V\. 

We did co-operate with the volunteer f-erc-e � ..-f-e.r provi:'l.i/ V\..-� • 

transportation. 

MR. ·CARTER: Did the Conpnny contribute to tho reliof oper;:itictlS in ··.on<Jy? 

�lITNES'�: Subs ta.'1 tially .. 

CARTER: And you put <1.ll the hospital facilities at the dis}JOS::!.l of tho 

evacuees too'l 

WITNESS: The hospib.l at Mackenzie is always available. 

C!..RTER: The�r were taken advr.mta,··e of by those who were injured d.u.rin � ;:;:_, . 

disturbances, and the R.H. Carr was also .::ado available? 

WITN'ESS: By Sprostons . 

.G.AB.TEg: I would just liko to hi ,n li. ·ht so-)e fi--ur0s, just to hrin,• to 
the P.ttention or -bbc. CrnT:ission the �i�f'i 0wr.<'> n£ _,.o.,..t.:;:;in thi.r-s-s ll'oi.-). 
the total nur.iber of evacuees o

��h of May was 342, 'ilhatls the first

colu..':11 al the first stater'.ent.� • Now between the 27th of May 196ti and the

6th of July,-175 returned, is that rir·ht? 

WITNESS: Yes sir.· 

CARTER: 175 of the evacuees returned to Mackenzie. 

WITNESS: � "'.'Just one point. 23 of the total mnbor did not evacuate on th 

day of the disturbances, 23 stayed on. And in 2.ddi tion lt,3 returned. 

CARTER: Well the Sun Chapr:an incident was on the 7th - t,he ni ·-ht of Jul.7 

6th and 7th, end then the fi 7.l.res show those who left after the Sun Chap , ·,. 

WITNESS: 102 have left their wor k on or about the ti:Je of the Sun Chap· ,:m 

incident -scr"f'qr as t'/e are concerned. imd 89 euployoes have returned to 

work at sono tiue since the Sun ChuprcHn incident, and at tho :·::o::ent 86 wh(, 

were ovacu1)es are enployed. 

CART1'R: Now then of the otherB, leave of absence h!-ts bec:m Cji von to 163 :' 

RITNESS: We told all of the 365 ocployccs that they would hav.:: le,wc of 

absence until such ti:1e as they (!!ould ret--u.rn to work, based on the soci'.:1:!. 

stability of the area. We told then they could tern.inate volunt!'!rily 

if they wanted. We did not encoura, e this. 116 volnntarily have ter in,1t• •l 

their services. 163 have not yet done so and renain on lenvc of nbsence, 

/Mr. Carter: Now this 
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QiillI_EJl.: Now this is ,·,ore or l,;ss Hhat Mr. Sur;rin Sin; ·h 1-rc.ntod 1-iut in :t 

d • ff t •-e you aware that th0 Co:r1Jany sent over also three land:i. eren way, ll..L" 

rovers and ?. truclc +,o assist in tho roscue mporations? 

WITNESS: I was not personally aware of this. 

CARTER: Perhaps we c'.1n :9t tha:t fron so:·:eonc Glsc. Than.1<:: you very :,uch,,

'" R ·you 1i·vo- on the ri ht bank of :;hG rivorqoin� r,lih_SlIEPHERD: 1•1r. osan0 , v :J 

towards the nouth that is to say on the Mackenzie side?

WITNESS: Yes Sir. 

¥JV"'" 
SHEPHERTI: N"�st a .. ,atte.� '"':f....!:d1n.t �were physically e,ble to observe, cb.:•�_,1,. 

,,.,_ 

this disturbinr week end of the 24th and 25th of May. You wore in ym:..r ofi'�•;8 

� the rir.::-h t bank of tho river. You weren' t on the Wis: \Per s:i.de? 

WITNESS: I wns not personally on tho WiS',-:lr side. 

SHBPIDJRD: Did you per.sonally witness whf, t was e:oinr: on in the His-·:e .. r/

Christianburc Area, in the sense of1 were you 'tnG4'e able to observe how pclopJ.c,

were conducti..>1r-; thenselves? 

WIIDNESS� Not personally, 

SHEPHEB.D: At the uaterial tr\e you wore on the other side of the rivor. 'Ih::.�: 

is whore you live of course? 

WITNESS: At the no:--ient Sir I was workiri.::: 21', hours a day. 

SHEPHER]): I daresay you were pretty busy. You aro of course Dir0ctc:r of 

Porson.>1el and thus you personqJ.ly su:porvise all : :11.ttors connected with 

personn.el at Mackenzie .,incl udin� Bi1ros tons. 

WIT_NESS� I havo nothinrf to do with Sprostons.

SHEPHERD, You have no thin-;- to do with Sprostons, Sprostons enployecs . ,r; ,v-:; 

included on this list. But the Sprostons e'·:ployeus nre not nuncrous at 

Mackenzie? 

WI'l'NESS: Not in copparison with out staff. 

SHEPHERD: And you have lived there for 2-} years - had lived there for 2J 

years prior to May, ,1964? 

WITNESS: Yes Sir. 

SHEPI·IERD� And your lmowled:-:e and experience is :cuch :.10re extensive than r::i:1e 7

I nay say, My question you see1 is directed towarM1 ver:i.fyi�· :infpr:,a tio;1

of which I have hoard and which is probably co:.con lmowlGd:;e )mt whic,-, extenci.s 

prioar to oy arrival here. But I was µitorested, and no doubt the Co::-::·1::.ssio:c .. ,ra 

/were., .. ," 
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w' . ' 

this the word? At lens t thl'. t thcr0 11<,d not l ,cc,n rncinl clis tw�hc•.ncos hutwcc.::n 

the people on the De:.ba sid<> prior to Ml'ty �his yo1.1r. 

WITNESS: I believe I was asked about social clisturb.-mccs in -�he; Plnnt. I 

hardly feel qualified to talk about social prot-lens in ·onernl. I h11rrlly

H� 
feel close enow;h to the people in the Co::::uni ty .. 

SHEPHERD: Well by social h?.r:10ny I don't ::.cnn socic1l har.ion;y j_n the Wis-:;.:...r/ 

Christianbur:- areA., thou.-:-h you know ouch �10re about it thw I do. I ;-,e11n 

within the enployncmt field of the Conpany Rt Mackenzie. You said so .. cthin • 

surely a.bout there bein~ harnony P..'lOn(,-st the workers prior to May, <1nd i�--� 

that exe:iplified by your E.11res :Mr. Rosane? I soc for ex.:Tiplc th.1t so: .. •J

of these people who are noli JtJ.eTe ar:ons tho ewtcuecs had 1rnrked thcrc for RS 

lon-:-: as 27 years with the r:-oupimy. 

WITNESS: Yes Sir. 

§REPHERD, And it is obvious isn I t it that e?·1plo'{E:cs of the Conr,any wile wq,iJ.<..! 

renain in service for as lon•; as 27 years, were expericncin. • not only rcn,;on8bln 

conditions of e::Jpl0y:-.:.ent, but on the job at any rate reP.sonable h:J.r .cny vHh 

their fellow workers. 

WITNESS: Yes Sir. 

7

SHEPHERD: And I su:;t�st that this is borne out by these fi uros. :lcra w(i h.9.vc 

Ranchari tar, I don't know who he is, 27 yeP..rs con tinous service-. Woc.1.fc-rd. 

on pac� _2 • 22 years. On tho next pa -.-e Mcndonc,'1 22 years. Sow CJ arran ?7 ;v,-

yeEJ.rs. �IP..ny of tho::i, Mr. Rosane: 9 o:-:ployc•cs with very co:nsidcr;,.hlc yc::..1 ·; 

of service with De::iba at f·l�ckc:rn�L. On the job th0rofor..; h.<>.r 1 ony ruh;C:, 

Naturally they :'..ay have bo•.:-n, ,-,hat eball I sa.v, Trade,Union :·.�.tter-S 
s. o., l...:,� .J .. • � But as personal officer you ::.re s�d thn t tho re ,�h�r: .C'Aous

relations prior to the 25th May? 

1{,!TNBS;t; Yes Sir. 

e:rr.:TP.V..fil); And that observP..tion 1tpi)liGs I suppose for tr1c. ,,hole :;?Criod of�. 

2-½ YGP.rs during which you wore Personu�l Director? 

WITNESS: Y cs Sir•. 

6l1ElHIE�1 Then as to the 3ocfal behaviour of IX,:oplo on the ot�1cr sid 1: o; tho 

river, you have very littla to s2y b:'�"d 1 1 :i.-.... upon your person�• !:nm, vd,_\J ·!r.c

experience� Is that what you hnvc snid? 
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{3HEPHERD: At any rl'.te whon those events blow up on the 24th 11nd 25th M '.Y 
jt 

would bo corrGct· to sn.y th,,.t the sudrlonnc,ss - J �": usin • blw word tln I: h:tri 

bmm used by o�;her witnesses - the suddenness :1.nd intE;nsity :if tho '.mt--

brea..1{ CP.c.,c to you as 11 shock? 

WITNESS: It was certainly unforeseen. 

SHEPHERD: IT was unforeseen by you qs Directer of Person.eel? -1:t-Wrts � 

unforseon by the other Residcmt Directors P.t Mackenzi0? 

WITNESS: I c ouldn I t say. 

SHEfi-J:ERD: At any rate Don.ba ancl its residont directors so fnr as your 

k:nowled,:--e ,-:::oes had no n'P.son to an:ficipato this violent socie.l outhronk. 

_QOUNSELs Nenbers of the Con,.1ission I don I t wish to in torrupt :iy fricmd, but 

this witness cannot speak of what was the i:·.pression of the other directors 

11 

of Denba. He has Rlready said in answer in f..S fr,r as I knmv= th£, t is within 

"0.Y own personal observations
t 

and I su • ·est that th:is question is not :,1roporo 

SHEPHERD: I disa·-ree with the suh.ission. f,s n r1iroctnr at M.-cckonzie he! 

and tho other directors ceet to.:·;ethor I promro to discuss �'r.,tto�·s, and. it 

.is relevi'lht and indeed essentinl to know whether the Co•·1:'Etny hRd rc-:ison 

to suspect an outbreak. The relev�mco of it of course is this. The 2vid(:,1c::, 

nateri:1.lly placed before you is t�1at al thou.-�h there were si .-·ns of ··:isin 

tension, the suddenness P.nd intonsi ty of lhho outbreak crr .e asa ch·lplotc 

surprise to Rll respon;ible �oc➔ qle who would be expected to kr1ow of tho 

social s:Ct��tion at Wis:.:ar/CLristianbur;. It is hi.·-hly rolcvP.nt, ;md I 

would be surprised ladies and cen.tlc:.!r.::.an if you rlicl not oxc-:i.nin� it vory 

carefully yourselves. I don I t qui to understand why ny lcanrod fric,nd 

Mr• Su:,;riL7 Sin[;h is objectin(; to this very relevant question. It is ,? 

question without ,,my sinister ;::otives. I want you to soc tho whole picture. 

MR. MC DONALD: My o"m problo::-, is the phrnsin'j of the question Mr. 

Chair1 ,an. I don• t see how Nr. Rosano c,qn s::,oak for the othor r_irGctors, 

but perhaps he could be aslrnd if thc,y R�rcccl Hi th his views. 

SHEPHEill): I would be r·lad tc rtdopt such a courso. It i·!ould be ·mch ·:o:ro 
�-:--
usU:1.l possibly in a court, but this tribunnl has r1- ri- ht to deci.de. HAc. 

any other director at Mackonzic, durinr•· your discussions r.xmtioned the 

possibility of such a violent outbre�k? 
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j�NESS-; I � t :!!'OnGntl.or ft!'fY G-,,;O!l :'.\Ontion. rt �l.';fj certainly unl.i.k.uly.

SHEPEErtD: It w11s just not f\S it wGI'I.- on the 9 ·ondr.. You 2 rec? 

SI=nr•ERD It th· h. h �n ··h" shrewdest diroc"';:o:c of n ,ininlll 
n.cir!l . : was no 1.Il,- w ic cv,.:. ,,. '"' ,. J 

Cori.parry would havo considered it necessary to trouble hi .self abont, is 

that your view or not? 

.'.::J:'"=-'11�8'3: I would hesitate -to associ"l.te ··::,rsclf ,·1ith th,:: vim•s <"'f the other 

directors. 

SHEPHEH.D: Well you see, it is co:i;:ion knowlcd, ·t.?. I don I t know why this has 

to seem shrouded in a veil of uneasy�.-. It is co:,·1on knm1lcd· e: throu ·hout 

British Guiana thP. t ttis was an out1)roak qui to unheralded :md qui to uncxrcc tud 

Thour;h certain shrewd fore:casts woro :·1ado by Police Officers ?.s to wh:1.t • ,i :!.1t 

h2.ppen, even Police Qffi,�ers the:Jselves were stumwd. /md I a., si· 'fly 

puttilil.g it to you that even the din)ctors of Do• 1ba who live on the s:iot 

were stunned by tho violence. You can sec that �!1ero isn't anythin sinist(,-y 

about this• Mr. Rosano. 

WITNESS: No I ar! not obj0ctin,:: to this Mr. Chair .an. S_po2kin for ,·_y:c;clf 

!··personally believed before that day that tho MRckenzie/Wisi'e.r/Christi,,nhur •

area had the :iakinf.?'s of ml in te,:-ra tod per,,.coful Co:, 'Ui1.i ty.

SHEPHE-PJ): An intei::rated, peaceful co::�:unity?

WITNESS·: ,But that didn't happen •

SHEPHERD.:._N ow you have touched upcn the S2curi ty r-trrqnr,e□en ts of De 1b'-'c.- __ :::an --

Entirely fro'·, the Personnel point of view, na turfllly in a le.r _:e or-·1misa tion 

such l'lS yours separated fr:x--, the capital of thu country hy 60 r,ilcs or so. 

CF.1,IRMA.Nt Mr, Shepherd, ;1et:bors of the Co': .isRion would be. , T<'<.teful if you 

Cv �.J:... would put your question directly rather than .. 0.i?.o c) ... ,...,..�,,i.
1

SHEPHERD: Rttther tharrw1�h�uc.tor .. y-co=:ent.a.. This woulJ be rn th,;r 

difficult because they will so,::. disjoint,:;d, hut 1 1 11 do sons you \·rish. 

Your cor.pany wn_s lart"O cnour:h to need security arr'l.n··o--:u:its of its own? 

COUNm�L:_ Me:·,bers of the Co1,·--._fasion I rise to o1ijoct to this question 

because we have it fro,· counsel re1)rcs-:-·ntin.; De�:b'l o.uthoratively th1>t th\..: 

proper officer would be C-':tlled and as n rosul t of ,·rhich I refrain fro···, 

procecdinc with ::i.ny ex.,,_r·.in<ttion on. the.t point.. Lr.-d what is r-·ood for .. G 

/is also ........ . 

Che
dd

i J
ag

an
 R

es
ea

rch
 C

en
tre



is A.lso 1:-000 for· councol i'or t:1c: f'('l1 ic.,,. In u thor ,.,,01'Cl.n ·1 '-' l. 1w .1·uf 1·1ii1.1 1·1·v 

askintI th_is witness to speculate, en the Dccuri. ty n..rri>n '-· cnts until t1•u 

riroper officer comes nt the tir.lo. 

SHEH{ERD: I don't e?ree. The })roper officer as '7Y le:=i.rnod friend cnlls hi:·, 

thour;h an officer of the Volunteer Force is an er.ployoe Md not a director­

of De··1ba. The Personnel Director appoints, suspends, disr.issos, dischc>.I"'OS 

personnel, includinrr persono0l such as Mr. Lanr11a...,. If h0 is not th<: ;0erson 

to spoak about the en·:a:·:ei:cnt of security forces I don't know who is. 'in.ere 

is no speculation here .l. ........ The rule$ of procedure you have l:=tid d-:n·1n 

are ns follows: Counsal will first (-ixa;.ine the witness after which he c8.n 

be exa.:-.ined by interested. parties. I wish tr> conduct ny exacination in '"Y own 

way, as lon.r; as it is net contrary to the rules of procedure laid clo,;,m by 

the Conr-,ission. 

COUNSEL: I a:-1 very sorry that ,-.y friend has any feclin"s that� want 

to sort of stifle cross exan:i.nation. B'ut the point I was --akin-:, and I hr-.d 

hoped that I was □akinc; nyself cl0ar, is that in ·w �xa: :ination. :iJ+.-Ghwf, 

call it that, we were touchinr� on security and tho oi:-ora tion of security 

forces at De:--bP., and I was re;:1inded by Counsel, and the ob,jec tion w:'\s up 

C\�b.:t
held by you, that let us leave those questions which e.ro outside the �h ... H 

of the witness, because they -;ave the um1ertakinr:; that th0 proper officer 

would be here to answer the question 11roperly. Fro::.i. t!iat point I rcfr�1.inecl 

fror· askinr- any questions ab )Ut security opern tions e.nd nechanisl'v\. Gf the 

VoJ_unteer Force. Havin,: done that, I f�.il to see hmt � friend could 

trepass on that dor,Etin !;l,,:';ain·. 

SHEPHERD: I a::s not trepassinF, on any do:·ain whRtsoever� except the terr:sof 

reference which you lad�s. and ,,entle:'.!on rmst constdor. I a.! not ·oin,..-: to 

ask this Director of Personnel enythin-:· 11bout tho o;•cr;.:,.tiocs, but only .qboui; 

r.:a tters on which he h;:i.s personal lmowledce. 

CHAIRMAN: Of which he hRs :prarsonal knowh,d•·,o, We aro of the opinion that 

you ',ay ask hiu questions concernin:; his i)ersonal knowlod{.� .. 

SHEPHERD: You have personal knowledr:o about tho recrui t-,ent, and you h".ve 

person2.l knowled::e about the functions of the security fo:t:::,.s1 

WITNESS: Yes I havs. 

/Shepherd: The ..... . 
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'l'ho sccu1·i ty forces u tployud lJy Du il.1n •H'v i,t.,rt c,1' I.I le: 

personnel of De::iba? 

wrnmss: They are p-=dd by De;iba. 

SHEPHERD: They arc :;;aid by Dor 1bri you s�1.id. . Didn't you?

Wil'NESS: Yes I said it. I would try to cbrify the position as I 

undersb.nd it. We have on our budr-;et an a:,ount of :·,onoy ,·rhich is spent 

on wEtr;cs to he paid technically by tho Police Forc,J to thE: 10,�- sup:,rnU'":G"rar·_; 

conste.bles. Wo have a very clcse workin,� relationshir between the consta.hulP.ry 

Officer Mr. Lrui,;ha:·:i and the, Local head of tho Police force in res:loct to 

tho supcrmmerary constabulary. 1'be 

arc laid down in tho various laws of 

r0,:;-t1l� tions juidin, • this cons tr, 'Jl.1;1P.·ty
-lo� ·.-..r�·h,�J 

this country o.s to the Co:::·,issionor 
·.� . 

of Police. Wo use the supernunere.ry constabulnry esscntiRlly for protecti:--,. Oj. 

the assets Pnd the wsrking arrang-e::ents of +he Cor�·"my. The constr.cbulnry 

is responsible in certain ,�attors tc the policG �nd in certain :·,atters 

to the Denorara Bauxi to Conpany. Fro: : .1r point of view I .::ir: concerned ;•:i th 

the cain tenance of law and ,:ood. order in so fr.1.r as Do1-:ba' s o:per:� tions o.ro 

concerned. I exerci_se this throueh the subordin-9.te security offic2r who 

works in closG relation with tho Local B.G. Police Supt., .. md the-r bsvo 

joint control of tho 104 nen in the constabulr..ry. 

SHEPHERD: That is oxtrornoJy clcnr Mr·. Ros,.,ne, and precisely wh.,,,t I mcntcd 

you to say,. no 01ore and no loss. J.,nd all this you k...r1ow fror-. your person::i.l 

knowlecl-'·e.,. Now Mr;:t,, Rosano this is not the sc,.:·c tyrio of question �,n� if
· .. ,--...... �- ,,. 

you can't answer it please don't hesitate to sp,y so. At any ti ·e durin 

��. your two and half years as Direcotr of Porsom:tel � ·:rou as the rerson
•• --1 

J.,v.__� 
resronsible for security, deh1.·;ntod no douht in -rro,<i.tor part'l;�hcr ;,; 

r

ijad you e.ny reason to ccnplain tc tho Police r:s to tho 1:onoral sccuri ty 

arranr;et:ents for this :part of British GuiAna? 

WITNESS: Not to the best of oy knowled.·.-o.. We havo had. inti: ,etc discussions 

with the Police with res pee t to the allocc: tion cf the fc-rc0s' rcsponsibili ties 

but there were certqinly no conplaints. 

SHEPHERD: -And in these discussions you have personally pll'lyccl a po.rt, 

because you are the Director of Personnel? 

WITNESS: Yes of course. 
Wow it .... 
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SCTEPHEH.D: Now it is no secrut I think tl1nt lNi.,lunc'-' ll'l:J ln.vn ·1,,.,,..1 l11 ,., , 

t 
ouch as you have said, that on the whole there i,1."\s racinl hn.r�ony. Woro you 

aware of f'.ny increase in tension ci thor within thu Doi :b�t works' or soci· 1.lly 

beyond tho river? 

�S: I w�s awara that we hacl a work disturbi:mce. I don't knou if thf.lt 

is what you ;1ean. -

SHEPHERD: It is quite adequate ferny 1)Urposc, Mr. Ros,mc. I .0:1 quit() hL'.�lFY 

to accept your reply. ,You were of course vary busy after tho outbreA.k on 

Sunday the 24th of May weren't you, you were workinc 24 hours a dr.y in your 

office? 

WITNESS: Yes sir� 

SHEPHERD: Could you tell the Co::-c,issicners whether durin ·: this period �ny 

�er!bcr of the Council of Ministers cmie to sec you? 

WITNESS: Bersonally? 

SHEPHERD: Yes. 

WITNESS: No sir. 

SHEPHERD: Did any :·1e:1ber of the Council of Ministers telephone you? 

WITNESS1 No sir• 

StIEI'l-lERDi So far HS your knowlodi•e :,ocs, did .o:ny M'. :bcr of the Council of 

Ministers arrive '1t the D(nbq Works to :pay an officiP.l or indeed ,m unofficfol 

visit durinr, the period of the 2Lith to the 26th 'May? 

WITNESS: Be-h!een the 24th and 26th of MP.y, not to :w knowled.,e. 

SHEHIERD: Now as to operntional details I {'!&St li:ii t ,wself to what you 

know personally t as we have the rulin�; of the Co· ni.ssioners on this subjoc t. 

Personally you :1re /:\Ware that De·:ba �1.::1.cle availRble A.t once hospit.9.l fr.cilitics 
�.) . 

lau.Ylcbos, jeeps for the us0 of anyone who �- the; .qfter tho 21.; th? 

WITNESS: Yes, hospital facilities. 

SF..EPHERD: Vehicles of any description, launches? 

T/TI'.::'NESS: I can't speHk fro:· :,ersnnP.l observation. 

SHEPHERD; But is it within your pcrsonA.l knowlod,;E: and 1)clief, Mr. Ros-:,no 

,� 
that your C o,,�-any did 1-AAn lA.unchos .'.1nd veh:i.cles for tho pur:�,cses of evqcuf.'. t'in,,. 

WITNESS: As far e.s I know. 

/Shepherd: l'tank ..... 
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SFIEPfiERDt Thank you. 

COUNSEL: In re-exrinination I wish to nsk you two questions Mr. RosPne. I 

think you r.,ir:ht help this Co, :1-ssion. Arc you nwa.ro of ::>. stri'.k0 or ;,. tE: .. por'1ry 

hold up on tho 

i=u.d settl-e:ent 

rail ro.qd dep-'1rt,cnt of your.operations, which cn�·:e to n.n en.1 

�-
on �v the 23rd of May, two dn.ys before the incident '1.t 

V 
'• 

• 

vhs:·:i,_r? A strike or a tenporary hold up on th8 rail roe.d �lone? 

WITNESS: We had e. strike situ.e.tion in operations thHt wore broader thA.n tho 

r".il road. 

COlf.fSEL: It :::.ay h'lve been brooder th,.·n the rF,il road but was that the one th2t 

ci:,.;··e to an end on the Saturc..<ty before the di<>turhn_nces? 

WITNESS� X bclievo it !uas the S?.turcl.e.y. 

COUNSEL: Are you aware of an incident you •,fly not know it of your own knr,.··led �e, 

but let us talk ebou;t; a ruc:our - that so: c e;-:ployecs of the Co. :x,ny had used 

the words cannibnls or hooli-c;ans in resrec t of the <ttt?.ckers in the Wis .ar 

traced:y1 D1d you hear that? 

WITNESS: I think it first C"3."e to -:ty attention fro th8 neWS:?!lpers. 

COUNSEL: Fro- the newspapers, Newspe.pGrs usu"'.llY �et their inforr ,9. ticn, ,'1 t loast 

the assu--::ption is that they -�,;ct correct inf(;,r .ation. 

MR. CARTER: In this country? 

COUNSEL: fi.fter readin,c, it in the r,c.pors, did you f,S Personnel Mano· er sc,rt c,f 

enquire where ali this was happenin•;, who cs1lled who cann:i.bals ,:i::i.d so on? 

WITNESS:, Yes sir, we were quite concerned n.bout this. 

COUNSEL: .And a::.i I correct in sayin,· - I have jot so·.e instructions <1nd: thcso 

instructions :iay not be correct, or ay be correct, er nRy be hnlf truth, Is 

it correct to sr-,y that thi.s reforonce tc- the att"!.ckers 3.s C?.nnilJ;,ls in their 

beh:=tviour tcwards the Indi,ms caused " li tne hold up, it ··,p_y not he '1 strike 

at Mackenzie? 

WITNESS: That is correct. 

COUNSEL: So you s0e ny infor.:ation is not al to':ether wronr•, you r-,ay describe 

it as fishin-· -:iy learned friends. Now can; you help this Co· .. ission on t.nis 

point Mr. Rosane, by tellin:: us the 1mne of the e;,ployee' whether loc"l or 

forei 71 whc; was alle:·9d to have ,1ade this state·'v!1t? 

CARTER: All that counsel is askin:7 'here wqs subseqwmt 1 so�'e ti--e after tho 
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doean4 t nffcct drum1:u1.J or los!3. I tl1ink it •Wlll(l 1.Jv n .oud l:11.i.11 r1·c, w1,,, l. 

I know about this js to koep personalities out becquso it is not 11.t ::,11 rele­

vant, and I ask tty friend to withdraw tho quostion, 0.nd �,os�,ib,:J,.y I CP.n spo:-lk 

to hi;··, privately abcut it if he insists. . .

COUNSEL: Mer,bers of the �Oi'li:,ission, on � occn.sion I m1 very :md, surprise·.: 

r:iy friend has raised this point, bocp_use tI·1is Co: .. ission is concerned. with 

injuries, danar•o, loss, and if there is an e.lle,;Ation by a person on tho srot 

that the attackers behaved like canibals, n0t only is it rolev':l.nt al thou ·h 

it occurred after the incident, but if forns part of the 1:£§. [Wsta�, �;.ncl in la1, 

on both grounds it is ad.::;issible, because it serves to explnin by s o--�e one on 

the spot what he observed, and who hns 1·12de this aller;;ation. I esk you to 

rule on this point, 

CARTE� I don't think that ':.W learned friend who is fl. pr.<1cti tioner of so :';:my 

yce.rs experience could describe this ns part of the res. ,,estae. This is 

so,,ethin::: that happened subsequent to the disturbances. Thero w·ts 1'., ru··0ur 

and this has never been traced as f,lr as I know. 

CHAIRMAN: Mr. Sin,;h, :·;e,·,bers of the co; 1: :ission would likG to know if you 

propose to CA.11 this person concerned to ,;ive evidence? 

COUNSEL: I do, sir, 

CARTER: But how is it roinr,; to help thic· Co•; ,ission doc:i..de on thG clisturbn.nc2s 

if so·�e co,T,cnt WRS :�e.de so!.,c, tir.:e after on the beh!'lvicur cf the pcoplo? 

COUNSEL: I was explaind.rl·g to nenbers of the Co1 !: .ission that officer or 

eoplmyee �mst have observe<A. ...... 

CARTER: Conclusions, •..... 

COUNSEL: I an on oy feet, Mr. Carter. He will rive, evidence to justify 

any such co;:;r:ient. We are interested in truth. 

CARTER: MP�Y JI with your por;':ission :;lir, in view of the questions 1.skod 

by Mr, Su,.ri�.i Sin,::h - it dces not really nrise out of cross exar.'.ine.tion, V'!,Y 
�-

I have per..1ission to exa::iine just on thGse issues which havl\ raised by Mr. 

Su.c�ri;-2 Sin,c;h? So fRr as the strike referred to l)rior to the disturb�>nces, 

which ended on the 24th of May, that i8 the first question .-rhich Mr. Su·-riL 

�-
Sin:::h raisedl

did not strike h£,ve e.ny politict1l or n,cirtl ovor tones?

the wild Cc. t s trikeJ 

Nr. Rosano: Not to the best of rw konwlcdr;o. As far as I know it w1.s just an 
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industrial disputc". 

JVJR. CARTER : 11 This was qui to r or.1.,oved from what

happened at Wism:lr or Christian'burg. Now in r,J­

gard to this stnterne:nt about an employee calling 

persons cannibals - you will subici t thG n2.no of 

that person to the Commissioners, Did you ov�Jr 

Speak to that individual as to whether he made 

that statement ? 11

WITNESS q " I personally know about 15 names 

called or me�tioned in connection with that state­

ment. To the best of my G-.:lrta±n knowledge all such 

15 persons were tracked down and the statement 

was denied in all such cases. It is false to 

associate anyone with that stntemcnt 11

MR. CARTER. 11 So that in speaking to various mem­

bers of the community there arc 15 persons conncct.Jd 

to this statement 7 and each of those 15 persons denied 

having nade that st.:.1.tenont. ? 11 

WITNESS. �i To the best of my }rnowlcdge. 11 

DR. DRAYTON. 11 This t':)mporary hold up at McKenzie 

which took place following onthe rumour someb9,¢J_y 
ty,_<A JJL.., � �I c� -

told some other people e-€8:-li:ng hooligans &nd 
�[,.·�---

cannibals 7 when eixactly did the h.ooH-ganism take 

p�ac�?-How long c:.fter May the 25th?" 

WITNESS. 11 It was a very i�1precisc sort of ex-

periencc. Wo had a number ofpeoplc in the community 

who were quite disturbed about it. We hnd n number 

of employees who continued to work, we had the 

majority of our employees who did not go to work. 

I am sorry but I am unable to comment on the spcci-
�'cA.>.r-� 

fie dates e.nd times, but there was c01wierable hold 

up in that subse�uent week. The majority of our 

employees did not work during that subsequent h 
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week. 11 

MR. Cli.RTER. 

..::::.. 20 - 1 .,. 

11 I want to get somo cl::irifj_cr.1.tio1;-

here. Is this the week commencing June J.st? 11

WITNESS. ,, That is right" 

CHAIRJ''U\.N. 11 These peoplo who have been ev2.cua-
:J.v., • 

ted)how long have they been paid,�?"
�· 

WITNESS. " It varies. � people were obvi-

ously paid for the time they were on the job". 

Others have received varied benefits from the 

rather complicated benefit plans of the Company". 

CH.ii.IRM/\.N. " .\s a result would you say that the 

majority of the evacuees received pay?" 

WITNESS. 11 Because of the wide range of the 

benefits available we had employees leaving on the 

26th of May who would reveive about 30 days, and 

others would receive more ... employees who have 

been with us for a number of years 9 and employees 

in responsible positions. These would receive sub­

stantial benefits", 

CHAIRMAN: " Would you say if t}1Gro was n.nyone 

who had not terminated his service who had worked 

with you for a number of years, \vould they have 

received.any benefits?" 

WITNESS. " I  don't believe that we are still 

paying benefits to employees who arc still on leavc1 

of absence." 

COUNSEL. " Thank you very much. Mr. Rosane" 

I wish to call the administrator of the Govern-

ment hospital, Mr. Indar Persaud" 

I1Tntt �ERSAUB, Ihea.ng?ew0rnut;lako 08 tb 8 Yl d �y 

11 Your name is Indar Persaud?" 

"Yes Sir" 

as follows: 

G01D1!q,Efi, 

WITNESS. 

COUNSEL. " And you are the administrator cf the-

Public Hospital Georgetown?" . 
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WIT:N-ESS. " Yt..:s 11 

COUNSEL 11 And you hcvc l)e:,m jn thnt ;1osi.-L.icn1 

for the past five years?" 

WITNESS. 

COUMSEL: 

11 I have" 

11 Now you remember around the 25th 

26, 27th, of May this year?" 

WITNESS. 

COUNSEL. 

11 I do Sir" 

" Did you receive an unusual number 

of admins-sions to the institution ? 11 

__, 

WITNESS. 

COUNSEL. 

" I wouldn't say unusual" 

11 But can you tell us, from your 

records to be specific, did you admit any of the 

evacuees from the Wismar 1:trca? 11 

WITNESS. 

COUNSEL. 11 How many did you 2.dmit? 11

WITNESS 11 We admitted 14 r-:.nd we treated 13 

at least and scn+them av:ay:i II Could I qualify that? 

I say at least because some of them gave addresses 

other than Wisma.r" 

COUNSEL. 11 So that from your records you couldn't 

accurately say---±hey having given addresses other 

than Wismar. Did you have any deaths amongst those 

admitted?" 

WITNESS. 11 I haven't any reference here that 

I recollect." 

COUNSEL. 11 Did these people go in the pauper 

section of the hospital or did they pay fees?" 

WITNESS. 11 Some did, others were [tclmi tted in the 

general wards 11

COUJ\TSEL. 

comrnEL 

" You c:::!sct to the opi thet pauper?'' 

11 I don' t 11

11 I think that's all from this witness" 

MR.SHE-PHERD. 11 Ho Questions" 
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COUNSEL. 11 Have you prop<-cr\.:d any rucord for·

·this Commission?"

WITNESS. • 11 I have 11

COUNSEL. 11 Mc.:.y I have a look at ti1em? 11 You have

prepared this statement from your records. Members

of the Commission I wish to tender this as exhibit

11 F 11 in two copies. That's all". 

MR. SHEPHERD. 11 No q_uestions 11

.. 

MR�<.GARTER. " No q_uestions'' 

COUNSEL. 11 :Mr. Persaud, can you supply us with 

the charts or records with the nar:ics of the doc-

tors who·dealt with these persons? 
11 

11 Yes Sir" WITNESS. 

COUNSEL. 11 .Could you do that as early as possi-

ble. Is there any additional information that you 

can supply from your records or is it all here?" 

WITNESS . .  11 If you want it now I can give it 

. to you ear·1y 11, 

COUNSEL: 11 I will be very grateful if you will 

e::icpedite the matter? 11 • 11 Nember of the Co:mmission 

I suggest .we take the adjournment". 

CHA� .. AN .- "�a-m.riu te "if . 

MRS .MOOTOO. " Mr. PersRucl of those who were ad­
�· 

mitt;a can you tell if any had already been trGat-

ed?" 

WITNESS: 11 As far as r:,y records shm,1 on(� had 

been previously treated? 

MRS. MOOTOO. " Then all the others \vcr1.; fresh c2�ses? 11 

WITNESS o 
II Yes" 

MRS. MOO TOO. 11 Thanl: you;, 

ALIMA KHAN botng swprn states as follows: 

COUNSEL. 11 Alima Khan you aro now living 

at 54 Robb an..1 King Streets 5 (,eorcctown? 11 

WITNESS. 11 I ar.1 stopping -;hcrc 11
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COUNSEL. 11 ,\nd you h8.d n. r;crn nn.m1:rl T ?i ch;i.-r r! 

Khan who is now dead?" 

WITNESS. 11 Yes Sir" 

COU1JSEL. " You used to live at Wim:1ar at the 
c.--.c:.-1. 

Valley of Tears with your husbn.nn� you:r fi vo 

children?" 

WITNESS. 

COUNSEL. 

11 Yes" 

11 Now on the 18th of May the Monday 
" 

before, anybody came to your house? 

\HTNESS. 

COUNSEL. 

WITNESS. 

Johnson" 

COUNSEL. 

WITNESS. 

11 Yes, 2. fellow named Ishnae-1 11

11 Indian fellow?" 

11 No a Black f ellov1
? 

named Ishit1A.8l 

II 

11 _He said anything to you? 
II 

Yes he asked me whern my f�thnr 

was . My father 9 was not thcrc 11

COUNSEL. 11 Your father was called Mowzain? He 

asked you where your father was and what you told 

him?" 

WITNESS. 

COUNSEL. 

WITNESS. 

11 Not here" 

;1 He askod you about anything else?" 

11 He asked ua about my son Richard. 

I told hir:1 Richard has gonc1 to school in town" 

COUNSEL. 11 Richard went to Georgetown High 

School. After he had made these inquiries what 

did this man Isrunaol Johnson tell you?" 

WITNESS. 11 He told me he undcr�itandB thn.t 

Richard has gone to Cuba 11 

COUNSEL. 11 Now let us cone down to this riot. 

Did he tell you a�'lything about the riot?" 

WITNESS: 

the riot 11 

COUNSEL. 

happen?" 

11 No he never told □o 8.nythihg about 

" Did he tell you of any story to 
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WITNESS. 

COUNSEL. 

11 IIo did tull rnc about -Lh\·: ,·.rn.n ,J:u::i.t" 

11 Now later on in tho wock dici. 2.nybody 

II 

c.()mc back• to your bousc? 

WITNESS. 

COUNSEL. 

WITNESS. 

COUNSEL. 

WITNESS. 

11 A next black fellow" 

11 You know him?" 

11 George came to ny house" 

" And what happencd? 11

" He asked me for a drink of water 

andI handed him c. glass of water" 

COUNSEL. 

WITNESS. 

" 

" What next happened? 

" ii.ft crwards r..e told r.1e thn.t bad things 

would happen" 

COUNSEL. 11 Now let us nov0 on to the norning 

of the 25th,� Where were you?" 

WITNESS. " The I"Ionday rnorninr; at 2,45 to 3.00 

0 t·clock somebody threw 2. bobb downstairs 11 

COUNSEL, 

WITNESS. 

COUNSEL, 

11 You live upsta.irs? 11

11 In ny own building" 

11 Your building is on what lot on the 

Valley of Tears?" 

"WITNESS: 11 No lots" 

COUNSELo 11 Now as a result of the borJb was there 

any fire in �he place?" 

WITNESS 9

the fj_re :i 

COUNSEL. 

WITNESS. 

COUNSEL o

WITNESS. 

COUNSEL. 

the house?" 

WITNESS. 

COUNSEL. 

house?" 

" Y2s
? the fm,tily ran out and put out 

11 :1.nd your flooring was scorched ? 11

11 Yes 11

11 Now did you go back in the house?" 

" Yes" 

" Did you notice anything strange nbout 

"Plenty sm!bke about " 

11 And did you sr:.Gll anythinc about the 
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WITNESS. 
---·--

COUNSEL. 

WITNESS. 

COl!NSEL. 

11 Gasolj_nl) 11 

11 You have .Afric2..n neighbours?" 

11, All about are j_fricuns 11 

11And when you were put�ing out--1.hiG 

fire, did they help yon put the fire out?" 

WITNZSS. 

WITNESS. 

11 No. I made a�cream an:d no one came" 

t1 After the explosion under your house, 

about 15 minutes later, did you hoar anything else? u

WITNESS. "Yes, there was another bornb at a fellow 

n:::.me d Paul Nir gin Is l}ous e 11 

COUNSEL. 

WI'T'NESS. 

COUNSEL. 

go to work? 11 

WITNESS. 

COUNSEL. 

11 How far fror.1 you?" 

11 Five lots after my house" 

11 At 7. a.:m. nid youl' hu.jbrmd. )P>-1.V.P. t0

11 Yes Sir" 

11 Across at Mac Kenzie. Now about this 

bombing, did you go to the station and make a re­

port?" 

WITNESS. t1 Yes, on the I·'londay morning. They refused 

to take tht-, report 11 

11 You aske d them to assist you to go back 

home and they refused to take you back home?" 

WITNESS. 11 The same time tho riot started on 

th_e ;i;:,Qad-and in the market" 

COUNSEL. 11 And you say you asked the police to 

take youback.and they refused to do 7 so. There­

fore you remained at the t:tation?" 

WITNESS. 

COUNSEL. 

WITNESS. 

11 Yes I stayed at the Station" 

11 Did you get to your home th2.t day?" 

" Later I heard that there was a riot 

in the Valley of Tears and I screamed" 

COUNSEL. 11 That was where your house was ,. right? 11

WITNESS. 11 Yes. And three policemen\ accoripnnied ne 

to go home" 
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COUNSELo 11 Now ,� bout tlli ;::; ti I J(' ,vlw:1 t! w: LU 

Richard }fuan?" 

WITNESSo 

COUNSEL. 

WITNESS. 

11 You met them at hone when you wcnt? 11

11 No. I didn't se0 then when I got 

home . There wasn't any more house. Tha whole place 

was down flat on the g.-rouncl.Burncd down. 11 

COUNSEL. 11 When you went there and saw this 

house burned down flat. ·what did you do n0xt? 11

WITNESS. 11 I held on to a paling and screarnecl 1

and was left there unconscious". 

COUNSEL. 

WITNESS: 

COTJNSEL. 

WITNESS. 

11 And then what next happened?" 

11 I found myself in a police jee:p" 

11 And then eventuall y where?" 

11 While they carried me to the police �k.-..._ • 

a crowd came to the jeep and started to hit me. They 

picked up bottles and hit neon thchcad - Banks 

bottles. 

COUNSEL. , "While you were in
1 
the police jeep 

how many policemen were in the jeep? 

WITNESS. 

COUNSEL. 

WITNESSS. 

11 We had three policemen in the jeep". 

11 Did the policemen do anything."?" 

11 They said they cannot help - \-.re: cot 

t__o_ hav,e ·Apan Jaat 11• 

COUNSEL ., 
11 Did any one of the thruc polic8men try 

to help you?" 

WITNESS� 

COUNSEL� 

11 None 11 

11 Then what happened, you reached tllu 

Station
f 

right?n

WITNESS. 

COUNSEL. 

went where?" 

WITNESS. 

COUNSEL. 

11 ·Yes"

11 And from the station .later on you 

11 Over to Hae Kenzj c 11 

11 Now whilJ at M2z Kenzie did you 
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WITNESS. 11 Y0s I got to understand thnt 
\,-)......, 

Richard Khan i-s-dcac1." 

COUNSEL. 

WITNESS. 

COUESEL. 

" Who told you this?" 

11 Father Pink" 

11 '.l.'hrough Father Pink at £�bout 11 

o'clock you learned that your son Richard 1':han died 

where?" 

WITNESS. " At the Mac Kenzie Hospital" 

COUNSEL. '1 And on tlw 1:10r:r:ing of the 28th of 

May you saw the dead body in Lykcn 's Funeral Parlour 

in Georgetown. It that right?" 

WITNESS. " Yes 1<

COUNSEL. " And you also heard that your 

husband was beaten?" 

WITNESS. 

hospital" 

COUNSEL. 

WITJ\TESS. 

COUNSEL. 

Ra:rnnarac c? 11 

WITNESS. 

COUNSEL. 

11 Yes, he spent 3 wccko in Mac Kenzie 

11 What is his name?" 

" Mohamed Inshan K,han " 

11 Now how far do you live from 

" I don't know Rar.marac e 11 

" ])id you try to hide in the house 

- -af anfneighbours?"

JTITNESS. 

COUNSEL. 

" No 1 I was at tho ,tat.ion" 

" And you estimate '-':>ur house and 

everything as how much?" 

WITNESS. 

everything" 

COUNSEL 

COUNSEL. 

the Policc? 11

" Over thirty thous J.:1d dollars '"'i th 

" You lost everythin-_�?" 

" The crowd even pulled 

" Did that happen in tho pres(�ncc o.f 
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WITNESS. 

COUNSEL. 

--28 -

ff Yes Sir 11

11 Anything else you know about, what 

you saw not whc..t you hoard? 11

WITNESS. 11 The night while I was at tho sta-

tion they came to throw a boI!1b in tho station 11

MR.SHEPHERD: 11 I want to know whPl.t she saw or hc:.:;.rd 

they came to bomb the station. I don't know what 

that means" 

COUNSEL. 

WITNESS: 

COUNSEL. 

WITNESS. 

COUNSEL. 

11 They who camc? 11

11 �·l ncgro fellow ran c.round the yard'? 

11 You saw him?" 

11 Yes 11

11 I want you to tell r:ic: what you Sil\'</-

you were in the stationr You saw a black f0llow ran

around, about how rnany Polico1,1un WL:rc: n,t tL,.: sta-

tion that time? 11

WITNESS: 11 Plenty. One of tb1m shot the fellow 

in the belly, th2 fellow with the bomb" 

COUNSEL. 

WITNESS. 

COUNSEL. 

11 You don 1 t know wh:i_ch policc:-,1a:n 1! 11

" No n 

11 Is there any other incidunt you 

know off, personally of your own knowledgo 11 

WITNESS. 

COUNSEL. 

" No ll 

11 That's all from this Hi:.tnc£,s 11

MR. SHEPHERD. 11 So 3 polic0.;·,1on acco!:1r,2:t1::_od you to 

your home? 11

WITNESS: 11 Yes 11

MR. SHEPHERD: 11 1 .. nd yon were taken by launch tn l"bc­

Kenzie? 11 

WITNESS: 11 Yes. Soldiers anc: police took r�10 

across" 

NR.SHEPHERD. 11 Did you sec your husband boatcn?
11 

110n the 25th of H2.y I did not s1:0 him, 

after hG left for work 11 . 
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lil.11 . SHBPHETID 11 Did you UU(1 .vour ::u:t\ :;!iu-L':' 11 I 'I.I,! 

just asking, was he :3hot '? I don't knew'? 11 

'WITNESS. 11 No Ric)mrd wus l;c:1.t�n to dc:n th':· 11 

MR.SHEPHERD: 11 Did you st:e hir, beaten?" 

WI'rNESS. 11 I never went horne 11

MRo. SHEPHERD: 11 You say the crowd tool<:: your marri.w-� . 

ring? 11

WITNESS. 

MR . SHEPHERD: 

WITNESS. 

me up". 

I'·'IR. SHPlmERD. 

WITNESS: 

MR.SHEPHERD: 

WITNESS: 

MR. SHEFHERD-: 

11 Yes 11 

11 Who took your marr�ring? 11

t1 :Boys, girls, and men started to cuff 

t1V/ho took your m2.rri� rinc;? 11 

11 I didn't know who took j_ t t1 

".Were there lots of people about!:? 11

t1 Lots of People 11

11 I have no other questions to ask 

this witness at this tire" 

MR. Ct.RTER. 11 ,�re you known by any other name 

than i:.lima Khan? 11

WITNESS. 

NR. CARTER. 

WI'l'11ESS. 

MR. CARTER. 

WITNESS. 

MR. CARTER. 

11 Yes 1 
Habel" 

t1 No other nai:ic? 11

11 Did you receive any injurics? 11

" No 11 

11 I 1 □ sorry. I though you said that 

you had been taken to the hospital. Did she say thnt 

she had been taken to the hospital ?" 

WITNESS. " No. l'Iy Husband was there" 

MR. 01,R TER. 11 Did you go to the hospital at 

any tiEiC? To see your son? 11

WITNESS. "rro. I didn't get to r;o to Mac. 

Kenzie Hospital" 

MR, C,i.RTER. 

boat? 11 

11 You Sfz.Y you en.me down by which 
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WITNESS. 11 The; .first boat ·in the: 1:1cn'J1 inµ:" 
---

MR. CARTER. " Tho Barima? 11

WIT_g�. ".It was a big bont. 'J:ho fir,;t 'boat" 

MR. C.:.RTER. 11 Did you ask the police to tako you 

to the hospital? 11

WITNESS. 11 I asked them to taku rJe across to 

see my son'' 
J_,.:� 

MlLCARTER. 1 1 But,;��El§tllb. 1 t want to go for treat-

ment? 11 

WITNESS: 11 It w2.s night when thoy took mo across 

to J\'18.c Kenzie and when I got the nows it was ahout 

11 o'clock, and I askGd them to take me across to sec 

my husband and oy son Richard" 

MR.CARTER. 11 And what happl:ned� did they tako you?'' 

WITNESS. 11 No 11 

MR. CARTER. 11 You were not yourself sufficiently in­

juried to warrant treatment? 11 

WITNESS. 11 No. I have been seeing Dr.Persaud at 

Wakenaam 11 

MR. CARTER. 11 Who is Essick MohaEirned? Is he any re-· 

lative of yours?" 

WITNESS. 11 No" 

MR.CL"RTER: 11 Were tht?re riany Indians livine; in 

the Valley of Tears?" 

WITNESS. 

MRCARTER. 

11 Yes 11 

11 Did any of them corie to your hclp? 11

WITNESS. " No" 

MR. CARTER. 11 ::i.r!l I correct to s2.y that they were 

very afraid? At the tiLe this hnppon�d thoy were 

all scared?" 

WITNESS. "Th0 morning when the bomb was thrown 

nobody at all came to help.?" 

PR0F.DRAYT0N1! Hrs. Khan, you said yoi:;_ have five 

children. Yo1). only told us 9,bou t -'cwo cf thG"""- Where 
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were the other three?" 

WITNESS: 11 The other three went to school in the 

morning Bhif't" 

PROP. DRAYTON. 11 Vvnen your husband left for 

work that morning c1i ct you go along w:L th him? 11

You left· the other two children in to the house 9 

you said soldie:rs and police took you homG. l.!hc�t ti.'10 

did they take you to :Mac Kenzic? 11

WITNESS. 11 I can 1 t remember 11 

PROF.DR}\.YTON • 11 It WclS after six O I clock? 11

WITNESS, 11 Yes" 

PROF.DRAYTON. 11 Where did you go?" 

WITNESS. 11 .\ t r·I,.i.c KEmzie Trade School 1f il 

PROF. DRJ1.YTON. 1,. At the • 1'radc School you hcaru 

that your son Richard was dead, were tl�re any 

disturbanceµat l'Iac Kenzie?" 

'WITNESS� 11 No 1 1 

PROF .DR./.YTON. 11 Well, why were you nfn.1.id to go 

on the road? 11

WITNESS. 11 It was in the night 9 and I was 

afraid to. go on the road" 

REV.MCDONLLD. ".Tiid you say that there wcro about 

2p peo,ple in t!1e compound. 9 you said you saw a man 

running around tte compound� can you tell us about 

what time th2.t wc:.s? Was it night? 11

WITNESS. 11 Around 8. O'clock in the night" 

REV .MCDONALD. 11 Was this fellow who :w2.s running �-Tou."1.<'1 ±L­

&;r-ound the station compound shot in the belly 

by a policeman? Did he fall? 11 

WITNESS. 11 The place was dark and I couldn't 

see 11

HRS.MOOTOO. 11 You said that your son was 

School in Georgetown.When did he come home:?" 

11 �fo sat nis exa:r1 and eaime home to 

i 
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spond. two weeks. 

NRS.MOOTOO. 

vlI'.P.FESS. 

MRS.MOOTOO. 

WITNESS. 

JvIRS .MOOTOO. 

11 Did hu spend ,1.ny tin'-i with you? 11

H. Yc::s. Ho :Jpcnt seven days homo 1 ' 

11 How old wus :1e?"

11 19 years old. 11 

11 You said your younger child 

Ishmael had run honie ::·ror:1 school, 8.:'.'ld r:J.�'"if' picked 

up in a jeep and brought to the stntion 1 ' ��-�- 1 :·Ld. � '--'--JL � 
------· ____ -----· -- c;.', .. :(J.. ti·b( t �,v taJ H4t�

COUNSEL. t1 �pw cc.n you assist us Mrs. Khan by 

bringing that �hi�d someday next wook, that eight 

year old child? 11 

WIT:'..IJESS: 

COUNSEL. 
' . 

i'-'IH • SHEPHERD : 

t1 Yes" 

" That:E all from this witness 11 

11 How c,ld would Richard have been 

if he.was alive?" 

WITNESS. 

HR.SHEPHERD. 

tovm? t1 

·JITNESS. 

l"IR. SHPEHEED. 

WITNESS. 

HR. SHEPHERD: 

n, 19 yc2.rs 11 

11 He wE.s in :FHgh School, in George-

II Ycs i ' 

11 What wa-s he doing in Mac Kenzie?" 

11 He went hoir.c for a holida.y" 

11 Did.he have· any work? What work 

did he 'plan to ·c10? 11 

COUNSEL. "rtembers of the Cor.,r.1ission these 

questions are completely irrelevant. While Counsel 

has a -right to �s-s-exe.mino, this is a child gone 

to his nother for fl .. holiday" 

HR . SHEPHERD 11 I unclnrstaml. 
7 

I apologise .. "'end when

he was in Gear etown where did hD stay?" 

WITNESS. 11 He wa'., stopping o.t one of his 

aunt:' s $ 

SHIRLEY NOH,\.� .:ED, being sworn , i�kc oath anJ states 

as follows:­

COUNSEL. 11 Nrs. Eoha::;1od -rou arc LL ving at the 

,. 
; 
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moment where?" 

WITNESS: 

COUNSEL. 

children?" 

WITNESS. 

died". 

COUNSEL. 

11 314, Middle Road La Penitence 11 

11 With your husband and how many 

� -. 
11 Husband and t-wb children" 11 Onc 

11 Now up :to the 25th, 26th, of :May 

where did you live?" 

WITNESS. 

COUNSEL. 

11 Half -mile Wismar 11 

11 You and your husband and three 

children, the last child on the 25th of Hay was 

how'old? 11

'WITNESS. 

COUNSEL. 

WI'TNESS. 
' 

'•• 

11 7 months" 

• 11 -Your husband worked at MacKenzie? 11

11 At Demba" 

COUNSEL. " And you stayed at home to look 
� --- .-after your children. Now --0fr the Saturday or Sunday 

ct;J 
i-befo:re did you hear anything or anything dawn�\� 

on you?" 

.. 

WITNESS. 
,1 

11 A man by the na·me of .Bortj_c Wi'llia�s .. 

who used to.visit me� 

COUNSEL.· 11 How close was Bertie Williams to 

• y�u and your fa!nily?11

WITNESS. 11 He was very ciose to us. He came to me 

on the Friday 22nd, and my husband asked him to 

stay with us, and he said that this is a different 

time now, and there will be burning out and ·a loj;
------- -

of things 11 • 
-----

"· 

COUNSEL. 11 That's Friday the 22nd, the Friday 

befor·e the Monday? 11 

WITNESS .. 

COUNSEL. 

WITNESS; 

11• Yes· Sir 11

II What next happ-ened
0

? 11

11 Well after he.told us so 5 he never 

slept with us again. Well on Sunday night when they 
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started to burn the house 11 , • • • 

UOUNSEL. 

WITNESS. 

COUNSEL. 

houses?" 

WITNESS. 

COUNSEL. -

. 

WITNESS. 

burning 

COUNSEL 

11 V./ho started to burn the housc'? 11

11 The black people 11

11 Where they started to burn th0 

11 At Half T1ile 11 

11 That's near you?" 

" Yes Sir. Crowds were passing and 

the houses 9 at Half Mile" 

11 Yes, after this 'what happ ened next? 11

WITNESS. 

��\ Pr the

" We started to keep watch on Sunday night. 

neighbours one B.ertie Williara..�.s•;w:ff'e wns 

at me, and her husband came and told her to go ,., 
home and why she can't keep herself at her own 

plac-e 11

11 Did he use any expresstons? 11 COUNSEL. 

WITNESS. " Yes F-;1-Sir, he told her to go to her !ne:l:t:--

..il:l.g house and stay there" 

COUNSEL. " Ancl then what happened? 
11 

WITNESS. " Sone boys carae around, and just them 

Coporal King ca:.:1e up and searched the boys and didn't 

find anything on them, and he told them to go home

-----a::rrd sleep". 

COUNSEL. 

WITNESS. 

11 What next happened?" 

11 Coporal King and about six policenen 

went to Ramnarace place at about 2. p.m. and Rarn­

narace gave thee beers, and they said they will 

look after him 11 • 

COUNSEL., 

WITNESS. 

COUNSEL. 

WITNESS. 

�. 
11 1tt:ae-Te there policG and volunteers? 

11 Yes Sir" 
..

" Well what next happened? 

11 We kept watch right through the night. 

In the morning ny husband went to work and I sent 
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lunch for him:, a0,.)Ut 8. o I clock, then I got rea,:y 

to go to the rnar�et ? and a black lady next to me 

asked me where I was going? I said that I was go­

ing to the rnarke· 9 
she then said that I must not go 

out on the road, I m1.: .. st lock U') and stay in my 

house4:!. 

COUNSEL. 11 And {OU did, lock up? n

WITNESS. 11 No cir, my childr,3n· werc1 at the next 

c10or neighbour ,S ,' :1d I wen-� outr:d..dt and left ny door 

open, then I saw �he' negroes recoving from the 

l!.:as t Indian houst.. 3 and I was afraid;;� 

11 And '.vhat you did n0xt? 11COUNSEL�. 

WITNESS. 11 I went for ny baby and children whc 

W'.=)re .. a�. th;p. _neigh.Jour 's. ALd th Em I went to somb 

C�inese peopte.and asked them if� can stay and 

they saiq ·it i�t alright .. f can t�tay, b11.t I mustn rt 

·w:ITNESS .; 11 !A t.-)'.lalf J;)cJ.st ten on Moi1.cl,:1.y rnornj_ng

i·'.b.er ... husband came ::_ol!lc fron worl: and tolt HU to 
l, ',t.., NO O • • • 

stay :and ,I mustn 1 ·� be afraid. Wo11 then a gTou:p 

of black boys came up and went to a house where u 

. black m�n "·'was living with 8.n Ea.� t Indis.:-1 lady . 
. ; 

ThGY pttshed down t�e post of the hot".t:,c a�d the 

hous.e fell and they bored the lady j_n tho belly�' 
··,

c OUHSA1 •

WITNESS.

II You sa-.v that?" 

II Yes Sir 1 ' 

COUNSEL. II Did tlDy burn 

WITNESS. II 1'To 11 ' �t was 

COUNSEL. "· After ·l:;hat? !i 

a 

the house? 11

negro cha})' s housc 11

}vITNESS. 11 I was :peeping from my neighbour's ;;:>lace 
� � I saw about seventeen voluntGers cori1e up,

and the lady war1 shouting and hor children too and 
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,1.,J. • ,,,. 

f � 1--:> 
--<o/D-

the � volunteers straight'Q,c:ci�/ 0-"-

COUNSEL. 

,WITNESS. 

COUNSEL. 

WITNESS. 

II 

" Do you know the name of the lady? 

"Yes,1 Burker".· 

"That name sounds a little funny?" 

"Well the lady was r:1arried to the 

negro ma�'· 

COUNSEL. "Oh, I see, Well after that what 

happ·ened?" 

WITNESS. 11 Well they went to the one mile and 

the black boY5 came back and they were saying that 

they should go to Ramnarace Store first" 

COUNSEL. II That's the shop and business?" 

WITNESS. " Yes Sir" 

COUNSEL. II Yes go on?" 

·WITNESS. II One Negro woman by the name of Yvonne 

•• Hart said all who got coolies in their house put

them '•out or we will burn them out too".

COUNSEL. " Did· that statement aff8ct you in a_ny 

way?" 

WITNESS. " No 9 the people didn't put 11e out, 

the girl told me to stay insiU...Wcll afte{that 

they went to Ramnarace and called him out".
•Hi' 

COUNSEh.:4- tf You could havo seen from where 
• ' II you were? 

WITNESS. 11 Yes just opposite", 

COUNSEL. . '.'et how many 

WITNESS. 11 � where I was 

you are standing". ( I s-f-J)
COUNSEL. 11 Yes go on" 

feet? 
11 

standing to where 

WITNESS. 11 They pe�t down the house and they 

took an irbn·bar to open the gate, and then they 

opened Jhe shop and started to loot the place. 

And after that they threw oi'l and light i:he place 
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·on fire. Then Ramnarace came out of his place and

started to pray"

COUNSEL. 

WITNESS-. 

COUNSEL. 

WITNESS. 

"And that crowd was about how -many?" 

11 About ninety Si.X :Reople". 

11 You know some of the names?" 

11 Yes, Yvonne Hart 9 and a boy called 

Jubilee. Well after the .fire started to blaze Ran-
� fa,,.--> 

narace came down s.tari:B and asked them not to 

trouble him
9 and he gave the crowd some money? 

COUNSEL. 

WITNESS. 

11 He took out the money from where?" 

11 From his pocket, and the wife gave 

some too, and he asked them to leave him alone and 

they asked him for his wife." 

, COUNSEL. " And what happened?" 

WITNESS. '' I saw one of the crowd throw her on 

the ground and jumped on her" 

COUNSEL. 11 Nou saw one of them go on her?" 

WITNESS ., 
11 Plenty of them, � \.<lien one cane 
w cJ c.,( CL, J 

off the other w.ao go-Hrg- on 11 

COUNSEL. 11 How old was this woman?" 

WITNESS o 
II About thirty years". 

COUNSEL. 11 Has. she got children?" 

COUNSEL: 

WITNESS. 

11 What•happened next?" 

11 Well immediately aftor that the heat 

started to catch on to the Wong's housa and the crowd 

started to throw water" 

• COUNSEL: " Before we leave Mr. Ramnarace 

did you hear any shouting from Mr or Mrs. Ran­

narace? 11 

WITNESS. 11 Yes, Sir, Mrs. Ramnarace was shouting 

and her husband was standing with his hands full 

of blood" 
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COUNSEL. 11 Did any police or volunteer pass 

there at the moment?" 

WITNESS; 

COUNSEL. 

WITNESS. 

COUNSEL. 

11 No, they were more in fron·t" 

11 Did they com0 up later?" 

" No" 
11 Well then from Walter Wong's house 

the fire we·nt over to you? 11• 

WIT NESS. "Yes, the black people started to come 

in Wong's house and move out the things and they 

caught me in the corner standing with ny baby". 
�-COUNSEL o " They came in � house and caught 

you standing in a corner?" 

WITNESS. 11 Yes� the same Bertie Williams came 

in and took tb.e two children whoswere holding on 

to me and put them cutside , and I asked him 

--� �o sav;e us 11• J�nd he said this is no �ng tin�e +o • 
l , � 

: s,ave ·anybody".

COUNSEL. • " This same fellow who used to occupy

a.room in your house. You still had your baby?"

JHTNESS. 

:.'COUNSEL. 

- WITNESS .• 

·, 11 Yes 11 

'? II "What next happened· 
\t\J--l.. tc--v 

11 We walked out ., '6;-8- the crowd was ro-

' _mov;Lng. the 'things f'rom my house, .a,wr-1 ran in with 

my-c;-"hiidf.en in a black girl's yard and I askr/per 

~·if I can stay, qnd she held QY hands and put 

_· ... me. otlj;-::;hf t4e yard 11• 

�c{ 
. COUNSEL.:· 11 ··-You husband come ho:ne yet?". 

� 
·,.,WITNESS: i; "· Nc:l'. Well after, ·1 walked down 

:.··a group of ·negroe.J boys came ar ... l1 surrounded 

·i •• me· with my baby in my hand . .Dno of the crowd 

> "held• my·: d:r.ess and tore it down 11 

COUNSEL. , ' 1 
·" 'What part d:j_d they tear?"

-P� . •  

WITNESS. 11 The upper of my cl.ref�s, and just 
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the skirt was left". 

COUNSEL. '' Yes, I know this is e:r.1barrasstng 

to you, but we want to hear everything" 
,, 

WITNESS. ·" They took away my baby·, and after that 

one of them slapped me behind ny neck, and I asked 

them to leave me beca\se I don't trouble anybody. 

And they said it is we who troubled the people 

at Buxton, and then some of them said let's throw 

the baby down,, and they were squeozing my baby 

all the time". 

COUNSEL: 11 And the baby died 9 may I have a look at 

the baby's pio-ture? 11 

WITNV.SS. 11 Yes Sir. The baby died 11 

COUNSEL. 11 What next?" 

WITNESS. 11 They said they will throw the Baby 

in the fire, and I begged them not to throw the 
� 

.( 

baby b�e if they throw the baby tlb.ey will 

have to throw all of us" 

COUNSEL. 11 ])id any police or vo;iunteer� pass 

at this time?" 

WITNESS. 11 No they were standing not too far 

away" 

COUNSEL. 
_, ... ;;.- ..:.�.,_._.,;lJ.·;•.,::-:--

"How many feet away were they standing 

from you?" 

WITNESS. "I can't really say 9 but they could 
• 

µ 

have heard me bawlin� 
-

COUNSEL. t1 Can you•'ll_ I know this is a bit ern-

- barrcj.ssing to you - what were the words you used

when you were holering? 11 

WITNESS. t1 Ow, all you help me 11• 

COUNSEL. 11 Now they had your baby. They had

wanted to throw the baby in the fire and you

.begged. them. All this time your husband wasn't
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home or didn't come back from work?" 

WITNESS, " No" 

COUNSEL. 11 Now Mrs. Mohamed tell mo did any male 

member of that :er owd try anything?. 11 

WITNESS. 11 Y.as, at the time when they were hold-

ing me one tried to throw me down. Then a boy by the 

name of Jubilee he told them to leave me a..1-ffltg ct/ev--li 

that I am good people, They then thrGw back the 

child at me and I caught her. Then the rain started 

to fall." 

COUNSEL 

WITNESS. 

11 Then what next happened?" 

11 All of them started to run and shelter. 

And I went down the hill and I met a girl - Yvonne 

Hart, and she told me that I musn't walk so or else 

I w�llfeet 'with another crowd. I must go towards 

Silvertown 11
• 

�TNESS. " I took her advise and ·went, Then whilst 

passing a shop a group of boys were sheltering there, 

and they said "you better pass quick before the rain 

is over or else you are going to see what we will 

do to you", "I met two policemen stanciing under­

neath a house sheltering from the rain" 

COUNSEL. 

WITNESS. 

11 Did you talk to them?" 

11 Yes. I a:3ked them to follow me to the 

station, and they said I must go along my way and 

search for Cheddil\_" 

COUNSEL. II Did tiey accompany you? 11 

WITNESS. 

COUNSEL. 

any upper 

WITNESS. 

II 

II 

No 11 

Now 

garment 9 

II Yes 

�e you all this time 

and .. you were �-w�t?" 

Sir,after tpat I went 

shop and the black man put me out". 
��COUNSEL. 11 �at next? 11 

without 

into a 
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WIIJ.'NESS: 11They pushed me out of tho shop in 

the rain 11

COUNSEL. II This ti.me you still had your scvon 

months baby

WITNESS: 

COUNSEL. 

WITNESS. 

in your 

11 Yes 11 

11 
hands? 

11 What hr:ppened nexJ? 11 

11 I went across and I stood up by 

the boat landing by the r:iarket.ir 1VAfter a while 

my brothe:r;..-in -law came along with a boat and I 

askrd him to carry me to Mac Kenzie. We wore under 

the Pullman shed when the men were going in to 

work" 

COUNSEL. "Just a minute. The Pullman shed 

at q_uarter past twelve?" 

WITNESS. � • "Ji.nd we stood up crying and the men 

passing_said we must carry our so and so"

COUNSEL. 

WITNESS. 

Rl-s-s-rrom 

COUNSEL. 

over at 

se.nt when 

WITNES.S. 
-- :....;.-,_ ...... .,.., =:.)I 

COUNSEL. 

WITNESS. 

1 1 What words they used? 11

11 They said we must move o-ut coolie 

here and gGt out befo.re we finish y�u_i 1 

Iv-�-� � Vd-k:.
nere or volunteers 

ti Was there any policeman pre-

they were saying so? 11

11 Yes 11

�a-'( 
" Did the policeman s.a-:t'd anyt.hing?11 

,1 No" 

T1ffi.SHEPHERD. " They were saying what? I don't 
l' quite h�nr. That they were saying so and so, 

• 1 

what does that mean?11

COUNSEL. "You said in evidence that these 

men passing back to work said carry your coolie 

R� from here. And there were policcmon and Vol­

unteers there,iand they didn't say anything. D:id' 

these policemen do anything? 11 
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WITNESS. 11 No 11 

MR.SHEPHERD. " Then there were words of abuse 

hurled at this witness and nobody interfered,right?" 

COUNSEL. 

MR . SHEPHERD, 

COUNSEL. 
�II 

WITNESS. 

11 That's right 11

11 Thank you" 
��· 

11 Now from there � you taken ? 

" A Demba constable jumped out of 

a van and took me to the constabulary headquarters 11 

COUNSEL. 

WITNESS. 

II 
11 And from there you went where? 

" To the Trade School 11 

COUNSEL. 11 And from the Trade School you 

" Yes" 
II 

" And your baby died where? 

WITNESS. 

COUNSEL. 

WITlrESS. 

COUNSEL. 

" They took us-to the industrial site" 

11 Has your baby recovered from that 

squeezing since?" 

WITl\TESS o " The baby died 11 

COUNSEL. 11 Is this a picture ofthe babyY 

Members of the Commission I wish to tender this 

as an exll.ibit. I'm going to deprive you of this 

-for ·rfi ttle while, but we will return it to you 11 

MR.SHEPHERD. 11 Why? It's very nice to have a bouq_uet 

of photographs, but they hardly seem very relevant. 

I don�t object at all, but it is just a m2.tter of 

relevancyH 

COUNSEL. 11 Members of the Comr1ission, I am 

surprised at my friend. This baby has been re­

ferred to in this evidence .. a seven nonths baby 11 

MR. SHEPHERD. 11 I think ..... 

COUNSEL. 11 I1�still on my feet" 

MR.SHEPHERD. 11 Well so am I. May I make a sub-

mission now?" 

Che
dd

i J
ag

an
 R

es
ea

rch
 C

en
tre



CHAIRMAN 11 You a:r.e taking objection to this 

photograph being tendered in evidohce?" 

MR.SHEPHERD. 11 No, I would simply ask what it.re­

presents that is relevant. It is a beautiful baby, 

and I am a father,,. but I cannot see any evidence 

of injuries on the baby, and could I be informed 

why it is relevant?" 

COUNSEL. 11 I explained that this witness has said that 

this baby was sq_uee12;ed. Number two, this is the pic­

ture of the baby, and she has suiD.mitted this photo­

graph and I am respectfully suibmitting that it is 

relevant, and I am surprised at my friend asking 
. �""-_'-/,AA. 

' 
this q_uestion. He knows that in other � a� 

picture of that-nature is admissible in evidence" 

CHAIRMAN. 11 It will be admitted. It is marked 

EXHIBIT upu·�,

COUNSEL, 11 Much obliged to you, 0ir. Mrs.

Shi:tley Mohammed, the house in which you were 

living in the Valley of Tears, did it belong to you?" 

WITNESS. 

YOUNSEL. 

WITNESS. 

COUNSELo

... -- .. -

11 I lived at½ nile Wismar" 

11 Sorry. Diel it belong to you? 

" ... No, we were renting't.t-

II 

11 Now tell us about yo·ur husband, what 
" 

was he doing while, all this was happening there? 

VTITNESS. 11 My husband \·✓a& working in the mines, 

and they told him from headq_uarters what was happen­

ing in Wiemar, and fue took a jeep and he came 

down. He came down about half past 10 11• 

COUNSEL. 

WITNESS. 

11 He came home? 11

" Yes, but I didn't 8ee him. He was 

crossing the river at about 11 o'clock and he 

got beaten. I saw him about 7. o'clock in the 

Wismar police Station". 
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COUNSEL.-

MacKenzie?H

WITNESS. 

COUNSEL. 

--44-- tJ. '1

o.$ �. 
11 That was �re you em�ked to 

11 Yes" 

11 That's all from this witness" 

MR.SHEPHERD:" Do you know any of the names of the 

volunteers who passed by?" 

WITNESS. "No" 

MR-, SHEPHERD. "Would you recognize the□ if you sew 

them again?" 

WITNESS. " I' .don't know" 

MR. SHEPHERD. 11 I am referring to the volunteers who 

passed by before the lady was bored �n thebelly 

as you put it. Wasn't it befofe the lady was assaul­

ted that the volunteers passed?" 

WITNESS. 11 The lady was hollering when tbe 

volunt·eers passed" 

MR.SHEPHERD." How many.? 1 1 

WITNESS. " About 17 of them" 

MR.SHEPHERD." 17 . Were they marching? Were they 

walking 2 and 29" 

WITNESS o " In three sets" 
fl 

MR'l'SBEPHERD. 11 In. three sets? 

WITNESS-.. 11 Yes" 

MR.SHEPHERD:" Were there any other people about? 
II 

WITNESS o 
11 There were many people standing about?" 

WJLSHEPHERD. 11 About what time is this?" 

WITNESS·, 11 In the morning about half past ten 11 • 

MR.SHEPHERD. "This wa�. Sunday?" 

WITNESS, 11 No Sir, on the :Monday" 

MR.SHEPHERD: i1 Did sorae black boys come out 

and interfere with you?" 

WITNESS. 11 Yes" 

MRS.SHEPHERD:" How long after?" 

WITNESS. 11 About 1 hour after" 

MR.SHEPHERD:'' And was this in your house?" 

Che
dd

i J
ag

an
 R

es
ea

rch
 C

en
tre



WITNESS. 11 I ran in somebody's house" 

MR.SHEPHERD:" Was it the neighbour'.s house? 

WITNESS. 11 ¥as, The neighbour's house"
11 MR. SHEPHERD: 11 Was anyone in the house? 

i, 

WITNESS: 11 Yes Sir, vlhen I went in I saw a man 11 

MR.SHEPHERD: 11 A oan was there. What man was that ?" 

WITNESS. 11 A kind of a a:zed man" 

!1R. SHEPHERD: 11 A red man? 11

WITNESS. 11 Yes 11 

MR.SHEPHERD: 11 And what was the red man doing?" 

WITNESS. ;, He w8.s standing up in tho kitchen, 

and he told me to hide. And then the owner of the 

house came and she held my hand and put me out and 
'fc-�•�'-

I begged her to stay but slw still put me out" 

MR.SHEPHERD: 11 The black fellows who tore your 
��-

dress you say, was �in th1e house or outside?" 

WITNESS. "Outside" 

MR. SHEPHERD: 11 And you hollered? 11 

WITNESS. " Yes" 

MILSHEPHERD. 11 And what did the red man do? When you 

hollered?" 

WITNESS. "I left him in the house and when 

I ce.me out I didn 1 t see him again. 11

----·-• 

...::· -MRoSHEPHERD: n Didn't he come out and }1elp y.ou? 11 

WITNES� 11 No" 

MR.SHEPHERD: 11 Did h0 run for help any where? 
0 

WITNESS. 11 No Sir" 

MR.SHEPHERD: "Did he run to fetch the police?" 

WITNESS. 11 No 11 

J\'IILSHEPHERD: " ])id you see any police about?" 

WITNESS. "Just down the Hill foot,� '¼f/.

�.SHEPHERD. 11 Did the red man run s.nc1 ask the 

police to help you?" 
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- -4-G-=" <.I-,,::> 

WITNESS. " No" 
• 

II 

MIL SHEPHERD: "And how many police were there? 

WITNESS. 11 More than three" 

MR. SHEPHERD." What sort of uniforr.1s were they 

wearing? A blue uniform like that constable?" 

WITNESS. "Yes, tiihdJthey were volunteers too" 

MR.SHE"PHERD:" And vol unteers too?" 

WillJNESS: " Yes, t:1ey had on khaki" 

MR.SHEPHERD:" How many constabl(:)s and many volun-

t0ers?" 

WITNESS: " I saw 2 police but I cannot say how 

many volunteers" 

MR.SHEPHERD1 11 .Do you know their names?" 

WITNESS. 11 No" 

MR.SHEPHERD: " Could you recognize them if you see 

them?" 

WITNESS. " Yes 11

MR.SHEPHERD. 11 Have you reportod this before to 

the police?" 

WITNESS� " No" 

JVIR.SHEPHEB. " It was the same day that the Demba 

Constable jumped �out c� his van and took you to the 

.. Trade_:_;;Scif'ool? 11 

WITNESS. 11 Yes" 

MR.SHEPHERD: " Did you say anything about this 

to the constable?" 

WITNESS. 11 No" 

MR o SHEPHERD: 11 Did you ask him to take you to the 

police to make a report2 11 

WITNESS • u Nott

MR.SHEPHERD: 11 'When were you taken to Gcore;etown?" 

WITNESS. 11 Tuesday morning" 

MJL SHEPHERD: " Did you make a ;report of this to the 
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Police in Georgetown?" 

WITNESS .. 11 No. I was taken to the Industrial Site" 

MR. SH:ElPHERD: 11 There is a police station there? 

Isn't therc? 11

WIT:NESS: 11 I a.on' t lmow" 

MR.SHEPHERD: 11 Die: you ask any one to take you 

to the police station? 

WITJ\l""ESS. 

MR.SHEPHERD: 11 We::;_1 why not? Afte r this event did 

you make any attempt to go to the police? 

WITNESS. 

MR. SHEPHERD: 11 But did you ask any onn to talrn 

you to the police?" 11 When you got to Georgetown did 

you make any attempt toff�he police to make a report?" 

WITNESS. 

Ivffi. CARTER. 

II NO" 

11 Did you make any attempt to get 

medical treatment for your l::::e. by?" 

WITNESS. 

C.:"�RTERESQ. 

WITNESS. 

MR.CARTER. 

11 At the Industrial Site" 

11 What attempt did you nake?" 

11 I carried her to the doctor" 

11 You carried her to the doctor at 

Mac Kenzie hospital?'' 

WITNESS. 11 No. There was a doctor at the Indus-

trial Site at Georgetown." 

MR.CARTER. 11 Did you make any attempt to soe 

the doctor at Mac Kenzie?" 

WITNESS. " No" When we weJ�•J uarricd to the 

constabulary we were locked ina :�ocm there. There 

were about 15 of us, all �ast I1:1.dians r� 

MR.CARTER. ". Do you menn that this was tho police 

station at MacKenzie, 9 or was ti��s something differ­

ent?" 
WITNESS. 11 This was the Dem··.:ia i;>onstable' s 

Office". 

Che
dd

i J
ag

an
 R

es
ea

rch
 C

en
tre



MR o CARTER. 11 J?id you go to the Constable and 

tell him that your child was injured and you 

wa1'1;ted help :for her?" 

WITNEss·. 11 No 9 we hardly saw c;l.nybocly until tho 

night when they carried us to the Trade School and 

then they took me over to Wismar Police Station. 

Two policemail took me over there tt

JYIR.CARTER. 11 You made any attempt then to got 

treatment for your child?" 

WITNESS. !'No 9 then we went back to the Trade 
'" 

School and so'ldiers gave me a blanket and some 

baby cloth#'s, and tbe next day we came to town 

and saw a doctor" 

IvIR. CARTER. " When you came; to town, that was the 

first time you saw a doctor. What is the name of the 

do:: tor who examined the baby?" 

WITNESS. y' Dispenser Frederick 'Williams" 

MR.CARTER. "This was in Georgetown? Did a doctor 

see your baby?" 

WITNESS. "The dispenser saw her first and I told 

him what happened to the baby, and after a doc tor 

9ame' to see her'!... 

~ _ MR. OAR�-ER. " Which doot or saw the baby? 11 

WITNESS. 11 Dr.Ramjohn. I don't know his n2.ne, but I 

believe it was DroRamjohn" 

MR. CARTER. 1.1 Did you, ever ascertain the .. cause of 
',>.' 

death of the baby?." " Did the doctor tell you what 

caused the death of your baby?" 11 A death certi­

ficate must have beon issued. Have you got� 

a copy of that df:':ath certificate?
�-

WITNESS. " I .ll:e::fit the industrial site Saturday-
) � f.' 

2..nd went �o my father in West Ruimveldt, a:nd S11:r_�,.0�r �ftc•r 

Sunday afternoon she got worse, and I carried her 
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to see the doctor at the industrial site" 

}ffi. CARTER . 

: WITNESS. 

11 The s'.3.me Rr· Ramjohn?" 

11 Dr. Jaikarar:i. They told me that 

if she doesn't feel be��er I must carry her back. 

So I took her on SU11day afternoon 9 and the doctor 

told JJ.e to carry her to the public Hospital" 

MR. CARTER. 11 Do you know which doc tor saw her 

there? 11 " Did you go with her in the ambulance?" 

WITNESS. 

MR.CARTER. 

with her? 

WITNESS. 

" Yes" 

11 And did you go in the hospital 

" Yes 9 we left her there in the after-

noon and went back tho next morning and we had to 

go away for a while and when we came back the baby 

was looking worse and after a while they told us 

that the baby was dead 11• 

MR.CARTER. 11 And efter the death of the child 9

did you receive a death certificate telling you 

the cause of death? 11

WITNESS .. 

MR.CARTER. 

" No" 

11 I wonder if Counsel to the Commission-

ers could possible get that ccrtificate 9 so that 

you could know the cause of death of that child" 
I 

' 

----" r"� ;..-..... ---

MR. SHEPHERD: 11May I say that I hc1ve had no 

instructions at all about �· 

JYIR.CARTER. 11 No, I meant Nr. Sv..grir;1 Singh 11

HR.SHEPHERD:" No, but from the polie:e point 

of view this is a very serious nt:; ttE:r and there 

should have been a report 9 and ar, op ,?O:l!tuni ty for 

criminal investigations. If theru is any assis­

tance that can be gLrcn to the polic.:c: this is 

the tine1 to give it, We don 1 t wc:.nt f...',:1y further 
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delay. If this is true it is evidence of a 

crime of murder 11
• This ts an entirely new event 

so far as the pol�ce force is concerned
9 

ana □y 

object in referring to evidence that has been 

put in is that we are here to be objective i 
and 

crimes are. committed reports must be nade to the 

police and investigations made and the proper 

persons charged. Appeal to sentiment is not 

if 

enough. We must have clear evidence and an oppor­

tunity as soon as possible to conduct the criminal 

investigations" 

COUNSEL. ":Members of the Comnissioner
9 

:May I 

al�y my friends anxiety by telling him that there 

are scores of· such cases and these people were 

disabled from giving information to tho police 

who had to leave this area
? but what strikes me most 

members of the commission ; � � i �

c,.... 

There is a Volunteer Officer ,Major' Langham at Mac­

Kenzie who is a witness sur.nmoned by me, and has 

f;?:r;warded a statement. And I am told by the head

.�;,C?f/the Volunte.er Force Mr. Celso De Freitas that 
I � •,; ,.,, 

1ha.t__.....s.ta tement is i.n tbe hands of my lea:r.ne d 
--�·yf:,._�-

friend and has not been handed to me so that I 
. 

. 

can cross-examine this witness on the facts of 

that statement. It is not yet delirered to me. 

So I'll have to ask this wit��ss .to come back a­

gain for further . p:i;-'oss-examina t:ion .. '' Why is this 
�� � • ��tf��{�:'� . 

tl©tHTf:HHiero t being �e,p't'? 11 

IIJILSHEPHERD. 11 The statements reqiired by tho 
"""' ,�· ... 

Commission wf:
f

iliouf.seour�e be avai':\able to the 
. • ,<'' . ., ,: 

•• ,. 1 

C�ommiss16:r/ wl1e�cver they require • them. But I �� 
'really had to ask LY learned fri r,nd to desist from 
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whispering in my ears for a moment, boca�se I was 

losing the trend of what was happening. I certain­

ly
<

can provide any statements from any volunteer 

Officers' that have been made if I had sone no­

tice. I had only this noment heard of what my 

learned friend was attempting to convey to me. 

There are adjour11..ments you know whBn he can dis­

cuss things with me, and I'll do what ever I can 

to facilitate matters". 

COUNSEL. 11 T:r1is is an investigation as I say 

to discover the truth. Counsel for the J)emerara 

Bauxite Company has placed at my disposal docu­

nents containing the relevant infornation. I have 

made a request as Counsel to this Comnissirlm for 

Major Langham to send up a stater;ient for several 

days now, and the Heaci_. of that Department inforE1ed 

me that that statement is here for E1e ar.d I haven 1 t 

got in up to now and I need that statementu 

MR.SHEPHERD: 11 If he asked. me ,during the adjourn-

men t .. � 11 

COUNSEL. 11 I have asked hin, having heard 

'fro:n1 Col Celso D.,eFrei tas, an I went over to my 

MR.SHEPHERD. 11 The whole 1:1atter can be settled 

quite amicably, really.," 

MR. CARTER. 

of the child?" 

WITNESS. 

MR. CARTER. 

11 Mrs. Mohamr�wd, what was the nar:1e 

11 Bi bi Swa brL'l. Mohar1ned 11 

11 Do you reme:1ber the dato when 

the child died?" 
t� 

WITNESS. II The first 9f June11 

J.lffi.. CARTER. II You say ti1at when the trouble 

started thers wete scme bleck people who were 
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moving out of Indian homes? 11

WITNESS. " Yes" 

MR. CARTER." Were they renting these homes from 

Indians?" 

WITNESS. 

MR. CARTER." Because by that time houses ownod by 

Indians were being burned?" 

WITNESS. )f.Yes" 

MR.CARTER. " Apart from Rarnnarace, c1id you see 

any other Indians at about that time when you 

were being attacked 

a ttaclrnd?" 

or :Mrs. Ramnarace waw being 

WITNESS. 11 No 11
, there were other Indians in the 

place but t hey were J.cckecl in their homes" 

WITNESS. " No" 

MR.CARTER. 11 Did you see the volunteers or the 

police accompanying any Indians from half nile?" 

WITNESS. 11 No" 

MR..CARTER. 11 Did your husband ever return to Wis-

- mar to work at Mac Kenzie?"

,. WITNESS. " No '.I. 

_.MR. ... CAR..ffi.-ER. " He has resigneq. from the job'?" 

WITNESS. 

MR..CARTER� 11 And he is being corapensated?" 

WITNESS• 11 Yes" 

MR.CARTER. 11 How long did he work for the 0 ompany?" 

·question of

the 25th you

were taken across to the'Wismar police Station at 

about 7,o 1 clocl, I think, to see your husband?" 

WITNESS. " Yes Sir'' 
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MR . SHEPJ-IERD : 11 Did you go into the police station 

to see yoU;r husband?li 

WITNESS. " Yes" 

:MR. SHEPHERD. 11 Did you make a complaint then 

about these events?" 

WITNESS. 
11 No Sir, there were plenty of peo-

ple there in the station, all over the place" 

MR.SHEPHERD. 11 Did you say that your baby 

had been crushed?" 

WITNESS 

MR . SHEPHERD: 

suffering?" 

:WITNESS. 

I1R. SHEPHERD : 

11 No Sir" 

11 But ·even then the baby was 

11 Yes" 

11 I don't doubt for a raoBent the 

truth of what you have said bmt I want to know 

why you didn 1 t do something a bout it when you were 

in the police station at Wisaar 11

WITNESS. 11 We were punishing, and we 

couldn't go upstairs because of the crowd'' 

-MR. SHEPHERD. .... 11 You saw your husband though, 

_:..� di0d=you? II 

. WITNESS. 11 Yes Sir" 

!"IR. SHEPHERD: " How was your husband when yo 

saw him?" 

,. WITNESS. 11 He had, brum9es in his head, and 

his clothes were torn". 
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-,, 

MR Sifo'PHERD: 

FITNESS: Yes . 

W,'3.S ho ,,ble to talk t0 you? 

MR SEEP.nERD: Did you, tell hi�-, '".hout the hP.hy? 

WITNESS: .Y cs, 

MR 3HEPHERD: 

WITi�ESS: Ne sir, ho CE:.":c cv;-)r 2.n'' the wholz, pl-::cc 1-m:J in cnnfusion, 

MR SHEPHERD: No 0·10re questions, As to -'chs re:;:iort of l1b.jor 1�1n h-'"'.--, I an

RfrP.id I havon I t it here, but I will hr,_v,; it hy tn· :orrow. 

COUNSEL: My i=:mxioty is si��pl y th'.l t I was tolc1. -th" t the report is in · y 

friend's possession, and w1s sent for ::o. M''.ybe out of thr,t ri..�_ricrt I 

would need so:·,e fe.cts to cxr-.:1inG the 1;,ritnoss, hut I .h.".vcn't · 0ot it. We 

MR SHEHIERD: sorry. If I hitc� bo(:n info:r-ncd, you couT.L rev,; h.·1.·:1 it 

the first thin,; this ·;crnin(:. 

CHJ<.IRMAN,: Mr Sinc:h, hA.vc you rmly ;just no,,r • c,clo unquirics ··bout this r•Jpc,rt? 

COUN3 EL: No, I was told by Mr DoFrei t-,s that ho was ·,skin thc Cou:bs:·•l to 

deliver this report tc ,,e. I WP.nt to ':<"-kc tho :'P.tkr -,.f.l n ·.nttc:r of l)rinciplo. 

This is a cor::·1ission of enquiry anf'lll rolevRnt docu ·onts in ; :y pc·-sscsr:ion I 

A. proparod 
�

o a� 1: dispos11l 
,l

f ;{ lo:J:cd /r��'..t
s
i 

'.' .. rn' 1,:rhn,'.; th
�

...k.
� � 

h;, .. vc I oxpoct ceHo.,Bcly tn •.::'.�10·r�!i!b1�. \rot"t���:. .. �� · · 
r\ 

I 

�vc;,.;;b.-.JV--'-k.,. �'t 
or their •:J-dn witness co, ·os in "'.:hoy will ;::ro.-1ucc � i,hi.. 'l'h:,.y --re koc,pin � 

�� � 
�ill tho ond of this �l 1-�n th;J c0'::· issj_ono:r co··us. 

MR SHEPHERDt Wo -have no phm sir 9 except those supplfod by De ·b_-,_ before you, 

Arc th2 police: Gxpoc tod to produce pl,,ms? 

CH'.IRMAN: VTG werG tol:l th.qt th,· rhy uc, visited the n:ccn, th,<:t there W'l..,, .'1 

plan ~•nrl.e up showin-� tho dr,:1n- ·0. 

M"R SHEPHERD I don't know who tol:i you th.·.t sir, h,;c-._uso I ,f,".,'3n't th,;rc 

Rt the tL;o, but I know nothin-· of such "'- pl0.n. I thi:1k it K0,s prob<il,l:r 2 

shcd..ulo ho :.ee..nt, c1nd not "- pl-,.n. This is the- ft.rst I'vG h'.:::".rcl of .,. pln.n. 

COUNSEL: Mc1bcrs of the co: 1 :'.ssion, I : :ust tGll you th0
, t the l;c-lic- PorcG ·1r0 

represented Rnd Volunteer Force by Coun�"t:-.__..aJ.I;>� �
4 � vr�-

COUNSEL: Tc, Douorara B"1.u:xite Co:pP,n_'/_,_by oun:,cl. We :ot ,,11 the st�tu,.2nts

fron tho Dc:-iorara Bauxite Cor�pany. Up to now I h,iv.;n 1 t ·ot "" si:-1 le r::b te::·;cnt 

frori. any ner:1ber of the Police or Volunteor Force,. T
,__, 

n__y will h-"c11.d in ? 11 those: 
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: 

I 

'I. 

c ··,n t '<l 

s t2. tcs _cn ts when tho enquiry is throu 'h • 

MR C!.RTER: 

J{ 
those vollmtoors '�"- lvwe t'.) be ct,llcd :--A: i: -:hi�1 is ,-,; n • to h�....,_ 

ycu will sc.c the 
;JJ el.y.�f 

dificul ty to havo the·; te--�l t::: Goor. ·:_,town. .:io .-,_t �his 
-'\ 

sb.-"':C: I a.7 r:oin-- to ask tho co.·: ssion to bc1>:.· thi,; in _ �in.:'l for '..'. fu;;uro da to, 

��·�. 
for wc: ,,P..y h1wc to s:;:,ond F fow d-'.'.�,s �t lfo.ckcnzio

-" 
But if you. :i.n,;i::t 0n brin in· 

COillI�-1_1� didn 1 t wp.nt tc rise A.--".in. I wont t:: th,i m:t(..nt c-f c·,llin 

Mossrs. C"".:1cron c,ncl. Shepherd. I ,·,wet.It to ;·,y friand but I :ust �-�·-:it ,,c 

didn't discuss the q_uost··.on of ti.":'.G. My instructons :,;ro th-'l.t thoso st:,ito-­

r.ents should h-R-vG been he.mjecl in since I'1onn.<>..y�s :-i ttin,· so th� t ,;(; • ·ey hwc 

thor.1 avP.il:,_ble to cross-exP: :inc wi tnosses. There. it is, th-.; enquiry ir-i ·0.iw· 

on 11I1cl. I ckn I t hi".ve -?.ny stt1.to�·:ont in [�Y poss,.:ssion. 
-..,',,---- �-
PROF. Dfil\YTON: Wh?.t is your estL:9.te.:/of vour h,:]Qn�in s? 

,. I \] � 
WITNESS: Sir, well I C,".n't re?.lly toll, I c,::n tell ycu \:h�,t -,n(1. whP.t w0 h".d. 

A bed, $168., a dinct-.:c sot; v-::lm:·i $ 175; r-. ·.c?llinv th<:t ''C dic�n't finish 

payin;'� for, c>.n arbcritG t·nle, , c�hinet, :- v:mity, rockin • ch,irs, <>n,·1 "'.n:-th-.:r 

tP..ble:, and four wclco:-1e chnirs. 

MR S
I
IEPIBRD: Before thi�; very intcn,stin • vritnoss ·ous I woul,1. sr:y th�,t th"' 

sta+,c··�onts b H_j.· �1-rnuld'nt throw ."'.ny li �ht at .,11 on uh,c.t h?f1Jcncd 

to this fatly e.nd her child if I az: dGludod .,. 

COUNSEL: Mcr::bcrs of th0 Co, ·ission th<tt :,?.yb,; so in the Gr-tmscl r3 cpi•1:i.or., 

but it uay not be in th;:, �pinion '.)f the counsel for the Co: 1 is"icn. 

Call Kowsillia GopiG. � 

COUNSF�L: No1·: Kowsillfa Gc..t:)io y"u "'r•"' 11·v-;.,, ,,t Suc-sc- P. C D ,.. ~ .,.u \.. '- f .JO • O 

WITNESS: Yos sir. 

COUNSEL: And you ".re e. school tc,.<>.chor? 

WITNE.j): Yes sir. 

COUNSEL: 0 the 26th MA.y this ·r .r.r you were r,x:i,lin "'t Wis· ',r? 
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WITNESS« Yes .sir. 

COUNSEL: With your husband c.".llod JohdP, Gopie? 

'HTNESS: YGs sir. 

COUN I:L: Ee, worked at the MP.ckcnzic plPillt? 

�HTNESS: Yes sir. 

OOUNSEL: An-i did you do �my tc•,qchin. down th.:r0? 

WITNESS No sir. 

COUNSEL Now on M0nde.y the 25th Mry be _inin·· fro·, th;, or.J.in • n.1'cund 6.15 

whf'l.t happened? 

WITNESS: Well .:y husband left for v;ork, 3round 6.15. Th.,t 1--r•�s tho usurl �;i:"v:; 

COUNSEL: W "· t next? 

:rust ·,:.3t out fror·, his plP,cc. 

WITNESS:. Bruce Alley. 

COUNSEL� 'Whnt you clid. 

WITNESS: I started to cry Md :-skod hi-. to HP.it until 

COUNSEL: Just then what hP.pponed. 

hu,0;h ml co:·.cs h( 

·,nTNESS: l\.. r:roup of &.hout 14 people cw10 in, •·:vn "n-� we: :c:n.

COITTfoEL; Wh::t t �in'1 of peopibo? 

'HTNESS: Ne::-roes, ;:i.11 were: poor,le I kn,w • 

COUNSEL: 
... --

�'#at next h�P.FOned. 

WITNESS: 

nnd sonrchod for r:y hu..sbRnd. 0 o Jovco Br�cchus -in.,,. J:-ck ,., ;-;Gll known bu+;chcr • -� n -

Them Joyce B-3.cchus wGnt to :·y vnnity ''.n•l_ tor,k out $15,00 in C"Sh 0 n-1 '1 \·r'lt-,1 

band VP.lued 835,, <>.11 in ... y riresoncc, m1d 7. ch0.in v·,lucd :.;. D12. I h-' .: 1 �--:,

pulled it ".W"'.Y, This b!>n ·12 v,.luc,d ;::;15. 

COUN JEL: And did Joyce Bacchus tell you nythin. ··bcu-t r u�· hu:J··,nrl? 

WI·rNY�SS: Yes sir, .Sho told !J..: thRt I ::ust't cxp0ct to sco :·y hru:;1:i,-nd? 

J odhH Gopie Rli vo ?.,-:ain. 

CCUNSEL: Yes, at 11.a,;i. later did you sue anythin • 
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WITHESS: 
-=. . h ·th )1'r � r 1 • 11 /H/•1'• t'n l1lr-rd ·,n,\ li'i:1

Yes, I s'/5.�1'•1? hU0b 1;nd crn1in, o:i.i wJ. 1.1 ,1,:, • " 

pants torn. Ile cnr.c in .,ncl i.ol,l • u to lock th,. <loor ·,n 1 h."p .!.n:.:i,·,. • ,J us L l.r1,;ll 1

peeped throu�·h th{.; : :lAss window "'-ff� smr Jack vJi th 4xfr • ·r,,cnhc,",rt \'lOC',� iu his hands,

P..nd one John who was �,rorkin • wi t:i -:-.y hush:-md h·d '1 l,n lmifc in his h�nd.

COUNSEL1 \·iha t did thc,y do? 

1:lITNESS: They cp;1e to . ;y house• 1:-Jth of -th<n. I ,·rem t t0 Yvonne B.Clscs' house when

:.cy husb'-Ulcl tol:1 r,o th"t they ,•rcrc c0:-.in:-, l\..,,t.:rr thr-..t I h-.::rd � ·:1in,'.ow 3'. ,,3kecl ·•n,

th ,., :1 ,, • • h • '"' crn ,IU1,r).J1,.1,.1c,.._ vc1·cc S<'.id to looke u.oor opener , Rn, a voice Rn.yin :.. is not.. n '-'. 1. ,. 

undc.r the bed. I heard hii., sere?.�:. 

COUNSEL: Did you see ynur hnsband. co-·c out rf th,, hr.use ,�r crowd? 

vlITHESS: No, Ross told '.�e th"'t r:y husb1md was lyin nc�r the f---nc,i. Th-ot ,,,qs 

COUNSEL: Whd next h".pr,ened? 

WITNESS: Well, I re�·.'lined <1t the Hess's pl:o.ce I hGc1n1 thu i:;ounl of 'l C"r �.rn1 

COUN.:'iEL: Wh/'\t did you do P.fterwnrds? 

WITNESS: 

"lt.·ain . 

., hi�, to help -:-10 an:lhc didn I t answer : c. J 0ycc Bacchus, Irene Bro,m 9 Mrs :H0ckL.$

ru1d e. wor.1ill1 CP,llcd Pem1y, took m-my 

etc. 

CCilliSEL! WhP.t hap;,enod next? 

re.dio, cl ·•thes ice fl "'.Sk 9 trvcllin. 

UITNESS! J st ·•·hen th� lP.ndL:rd C".: : .... :>.n,1 n--ilccl hro hr•r:.r-ls on th:. c1oor ·1i th th-:: 

rest of tho thinr.-;- in the h0usc. 

COillFiELt Yes, ;;h;,.t h,:i,p1xmed next? 

filJ'NESS: Threo pol ce::cn cane .,,_nr1 took • :c to the s t.<-c t • on. 

COL'NSEL: Di·l you sco ·:our husbrmrt -!:h,,:re-. 

l1ITrTESS: No, ho was -'llready t."kcn tp tho h.·srit."l. 

�Ui'lSE� N�w� while you were -"t 0rour ho ,c did qn" pnlic • or vnluntocr p-i.ss? 

FITNE-S ·: While I we.s in the J·ec"'. t�oro was <l .·1·r1 th • h ,- cy w.::ro r"'.pin, rn:nr .t s op, 

COUNSEL: 

�/ITNESS: 

\fair 11 :,inuto how ;:umy police were in the jeep? 

T, .. roe police:wn, .rinr.l abc-ut fc<'r 1 t t th b k f h . "'" vo un Gers, ;, \;1 ·w. o t c je·.p.
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COUNSEL. " ·what was the nane of the Chinese shop 

where the girl was being raped?" 

WITNESS. " Leu Brothers Shop'i' 

COUNSEL. 11 Did the jeep stop there?" 

WITNESS. ll Yes Sir" 

COUNSEL. 11 Did the gril shout or anything? 11

WITNESS. " Yes Sir 9 she was shouting for help and 

hollering Oh my daddy, Oh my daddy" 

COUNSEL .. 11 From where this jeep stopped to where 

this raping was goirig on
9 Mrs. Gopie was how far?" 

WITNESS. 

COUNSEL. 

WITNESS. 

" Not far at all 11 

" ])id the police do anything?n

" No Sir 9 they told the girl th2.t ii:'.n 

a few seconds they will be back 11 

COUNSEL. 11 When the jeep drove off and loft the 

girl there did any policeman or volunteers attcnpt 

to come out ofthe jeep? 11

WITNESS. 

COUNSEL. 

11 No Sir 11 

11 Well you went to the Station. Did you 

meet any other East Indian people there'? 11 

WITNESS. 

COUNSEL. 

WITNESS. 

COUNSEL. 

Station?" 

WITNESS. 

11 Yes Sir 11

11 Wou stayed there?" 

11 Yes Sir 11 

" Now tell us what happened at the 

11 The prblice were rccei ving boxes of 

terrylene shirts 9 pants 9 length, etc.
9

11 

COTJNSEL. 

WITNESS. 

.1� Did you see this? 11 

11 Yes Sir, they were taking those thincs 

to the middle room near the toilet". 

COUNSEL. " Now in respect to you v-ii1ile you 

were at the station !'firs. Gopie its erabarrassing 

but tell us what happened?" 

WITNESS. 11 Nothing didn I t happc.-n then. It was 
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when I went back to MacKenzie in early Junu. That's 

when I went pack to collect my things. I was the 

only female who went back with 32 nen 9 ,East Indian 

men". 

COUNSEL. 11 Did you go to the police station?" 

WITNESS. 11 Yes Sir, I went there and asked for 

protection to collect my things at the landlord's 

home in Blackett! s ,,i11ey. li.nd the Sergeant refused." 

COUNSEL. 11 Now what next happened?" 

WITNESS. 11 I told Mr. Fields the Lieutenant- The 

British Officer- that the Sgt. refused to give ne 

protection to go for py .. things, and he send 6 
. 

soldiers with me to collect ray things at Blackett's 

COUNSEL. 

WITNESS. 

11 Did you collect any of your things?" 

11 Yes Sir•�--·-
____ ,s=::::::-::.. --

COUNSEL. 

WITNESS. 

II Yes, what next?" 

" I  told Nr. Fields I saw two people 

John the boy who had the knife in his hand and Joyce 

Bacchus at the station. I told the.police that these 

were two of the people who attacked my husband and 

didn't even listen to me" 

COUNSEL. 

WITNESS. 

"What next happened at the Station?" 

11 I told Nr. Fields and he took no 

to the Wiscar police station to the Sergeant. And 

Mr. Fields told him that I would like to go and 

identify some people and the Se�coant said that 

hewouldn't like □o to go - because that will spark 

off another trouble 11

COUNSEL. 11 Did you -give a statenent at Wismar Police 

Station? 11 

WITNESS. 11 No 9 at Brickdam 9 I ;ave: names of per-

sons who attacked my husband" 

COUNSEL. 11 Did anything come out c) f these state-
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men ts?" 

WITNESS. 1� No Sir" 

COUNSEL. "Now Mrs. Gopie let us go back to tho 

Station 9 while you were at the station at Wis□ar 

do you recall any incident that happened there? 11 

WITNESS, t1No Sir 9 that is when I went to tho C.I.D. 

Bae Kenzie Police Station 9 th8 night after the Sgt. 

refused to let IiLe go and identify the man to the 

soldiersn

COUNSEL. ti Now go slowly and. toll us what happened

at the Mac Kenzie Police Station" 

WITNESS. ff I went and aks ed oneMr. Br own 9 a well

known police man stationed up thore
9 

for two bags 

to sleep under the station" 

COUNSEL 0

11 What time wa that?" 

WITNESS. " Around 7 .30 p.rn. 11 

COUNSEL. n Xou didn't have anywhere to sleep?" 

WITNESS. " No Sir, I was going to sleep with 

tho other people who came back to collect their 

things 11 

COUNSEL. 11 Did you get the bags? t1

�vITNESS. 11 No Sir t1 ti My. Brown asked nc if I 

wouldn't like to spend the night with hir.," 

pOUNSEL 0
11 Yes, after that happened ? ff 

WITNESS. " I told him he take his blasted eyes 

and pass me, and I walked down the steps 9 and 

went back downstairs" 

COUNSEL. " What next?" 

Around 8.30 p.m. the san12 night a 

Sack - I told l:l.im- the star y 9 � 

� I heard someone called for Mrs. Gopi2. Well I wont

and I saw a person had on a white shirt, black 

pants and the voice said that I car.. get two bags 

here- the person wa,s very dark - a-c that tine I 
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- 6:0 -

didn 1 t know that it wao tho oarno T·h•, 6.rown. I wr:nt 

in the room for the bngs and shortly afterwards th� 

door slammed" 

COUNSEL. 

WITNESS. 

"Who slammed. the door? 11 

11 The police chap the Mr. Brown. At 

that monent it dawned on me that it was the samo 
11 

Mr. Bronw. 

COUNSEL. 11 Go on" 

WITNESS. 11 Sir, he was sq_ueezing no and ny drosG 

was.torn in front and I started to scrcam. 11 

COUNSEL. 

you?" 

WITNESS. 

COUNSEL. 

WITNESS. 

pol�cenan 

COUNSEL.,

11 In other words did he nake advances to 

� 

II Yes pir, he held my breast 11 

11 Whe.. tr.-alse did he do? 11 

11 Stiddenly after screaming I heard a 

pushing the_ door·.- another negro p9licer:iar. 11 • 

-, 
' 

··t-' ,� ,,. ·.; ' 
.... 1$,, 

,1 ,'!; • 
"Well after ,m'h.=!?-s policeman pushed this 

tf(.1; 

door did this policeman say anything?" 

WITNESS. 11 Yes Sir, he said "Brown is that you? 11 

and then I pushed my way through the door" 

COUNSEL. 11 'l)hat 1 s all from this witness. Mcnbers 

of the Commission I 1 11 ask this witness to cone 

back- fornorrowfor cross-exarnina tion 11• 
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